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Author’s Note 


1 he uniforms described in this book 


arc variations 


from regulation US Army and Confederate patterns. 
Such references may be checked against the 
regulation uniforms described and illustrated in dept 
in NLA A 170, American Civil War Annies (1): 
Confederate Artillery, Cavalry and Infantry; MAA 177, 
American Civil War Armies (2): Union Artillery , Cavalry 
and Infantry: and MAA 179^ American Civil War Annie 
( 3 ) : Specialist and Maritime Services. 

A word on spellings: in the 1860s, as some of the 
quotations in this book make clear. Americans spello 
the colour both ‘grey’ and L gray\ Since the MAA 
series style is to use British spellings except in direct 
quoted speech, we have followed our usual practice 
here, although this inevitably produces some 
inconsistencies. 
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Introduction 


The W ar Between the Slates' is the term used for 
the American Civil War throughout much of the 
South even today. While it was actually a war 
fought between two central governments, many 
men on both sides not just the South—felt that 
they were serving their stales as much, if not more, 
than their central governments. Many of the states 
agreed, the state governments raising their own 
units, commissioning their officers, and supplying 
their men. 

Indeed, many of the units that fought the Civil 
War were supplied in large part In their own states 
rather than by the central government’s quarter¬ 
masters. New York, for example, on the Northern 
side, had its own state uniforms which it provided to 
many of its regiments in the Union Army, On the 
Southern side, North Carolina also had its own 
dress regulations and its own factories producing 
uniforms and equipment, and imported additional 
uniforms lor its troops serving with the Con¬ 
federacy. Other states, too, had their own dress 
regulations and supplied their troops with unique 
uniforms. To a lesser extent, all the states 
especially in 1861, when the two central govern- 
merits were unable to meet the needs of all the 
volunteers—provided uniforms, weapons, and 
accoutrements for their own men. 

These rarely conformed to the regulations of the 
Union or Confederate Armies. Colours were often 
different: many Northern states provided grey 
uniforms throughout the war, while a good number 
of Southern units wore blue. 

A number of US units were raised in Southern 
states from among both white and black Union 
si i pporters, mostly U iwa rds t he lat ter ha If of t he wa r. 
A number of regiments w ere also raised in W estern 
states and territories such as California, Utah, 
Colorado, and Washington. The Southern Union 
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Members of pre-war volunteer units, both North and South, 
wore elaborate versions of the US Army uniform in a wide 
variety of colours. This unknown volunteer wears a uniform 
1 hat typically could have been worn either by a Northerner or 
Southerner—a stock shako with a standard, not unique, cap 
badge; apparently a dark blue coat with sky blue trim and 
epaulettes, with white fringe, and three rows of buttons; sky 
blue or grey trousers with a stripe down each leg; and a two- 
piece state belt plate. (Author’s collection) 


regiments were supplied by the US govern mem, 
while some of the Western ones received state-issued 
supplies as well as U S Army issue. Apart from some 
volunteer units, however, both categories generally 
wore standard US Army uniforms, and carried US 

v 

Armv weapons and accoutrements. 
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A typical volunteer camp of an unknown unit from the North 
or South. Old men, women, and children are visiting; the tents 
show no wear; and the men are all neatly clad in dark blue 
forage caps, grey uniform or shell jackets with shoulder 
straps, and grey trousers. Such a scene could have taken place 
near almost every town in America in early 1861. (David 
Scheinmann collection] 


Many unique stale uniforms were among the 
rarest of Civil War uniforms, since they were made 
in relatively small quantities lor relatively small 
units. Yet they were worn, and their wearers played 
an important part in ihe Civil War. The uniforms 
themselves can be seen in the photographs in this 
book—yet the photographs show more than just 
uniforms, accoutrements, and weapons: look at the 
faces, too. These arc the men oft he C T il War; this is 
the real lace of that war. 



Alabama's troops formed what the state called the 
'Alabama Volunteer Corps’. Its uniforms, accord¬ 
ing to General C )rders No. i, issued ^8 March ] 861, 
included dark blue frock coats, cadet grey wool 
pants (both trimmed his prescribed for the 
Confederate state's service") and US Military 
Academy-style shakos, These were to have the 
letters A. Y.C. . .. to be placed on the cap below the 
eagle \ Such letters were noted as being worn by 
Alabamians in V irginia in t86i. Woollen overcoats 
of jeans material lined with ‘heavy checked or 
striped osnaburg' were also to be issued. Shirts were 
usually brown. The state also ordered 10,000 black 


felt hats with the brims ‘looped buttoned on the 
left side’. 

Sgt, Crawford Jackson, 6th Alabama Infantry 
Regiment, wrote in July 1863 that he wore ‘a black 
broad cloth coat, Alabama stall buttons, cut and 
trimmed in regulation style, a pair ol gra\ trousers 
and slouch hat', indicating that the A VC uniform 
lasted in some form at least until that date* 

Grey soon became the most common Alabama 

■r 

coat colour, however. On 31 August 1861 Governor 
Andrew B. Moore issued a circular in the 
.Montgomery Weekly Advertiser that spelled out exact I v 
what the stale uniform should be. It included grey 
w c>0 1 j ae k e t s mac l e w ith seve 11 b rass mili tary I muons 
down the front; a double thick standing collar lined 
with osnaburg; a strap on each shoulder running 
from the shoulder seam to where it buttoned at the 
neck; and two belt straps, one on each side of the 
jacket, five inches long, buttoned at the top and 
sew n into the jacket bottom over the side seam, 
’Trousers were also to be of grey wool. 

iTl ji 

A grey wool overcoal was also described. This 

also had seven brass military buttons down the front 

* 

in a single row. A detachable cape was to be 
attached to the collar by six hooks and eves. The 
cape had a single row of five small brass mi I i tan 
buttons dow n the front, and was lined with cheeked 
or striped osnaburg. Two straps on the back 
waistline, hidden by the cape, adjusted the waist 
size. The state also wanted 'shirts of flannel, or 
cheeked or striped cotton; drawers of woolen, or 
cotton llannel, or stout osnaburgs; woolen socks; 
gloves, shoes and blankets'. 
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By the end of 1861 Alabama had acquired 7,416 
complete uniforms, 2,974 greatcoats, 2,412 blan¬ 
kets, and some 3,000 pairs of shoes. An additional 
1,532 uniforms, 900 greatcoats, 1,644 pairs of cotton 
drawers, 1,082 pairs of shoes, 607 blankets, and 83 
pairs of gloves were acquired in the first quarter of 


1862* By March 1862, however, the Confederate 
government was able to supply Alabama's soldiers, 


and thereafter the state restricted its activities to 


clothing reserve and local militia units. 

Following the Zouave craze of 1861, a number of 
18b 1 volunteer units also called themselves ‘Zou- 


State issue but ton si top ra»\ from left, Massachusetts and 
Mississippi; second row, both North Carolina variations; third 
IW, Hew York and Pennsylvania; bottom raw, South Carolina 
and Virginia* (Author's collection) 



aves\ apparently wearing some variation of that 
distinctive dress. These included the Alabama 
Zouaves (Law's Company), the Eufaula Zouaves 
(Co. k. 15th Alabama Infantry Regiment , and the 
Ta 1 lapoosa f ouaves (Smiths Com pan y) * Their 
dress was extremely shortlived. 

Alabama issued belt and cartridge box plates 
(the latter being the size of Mexican-American War 
US Army belt plates) which were copies of the US 
oval plate, but stamped with the Roman letters 
7 \ MCA These letters also appeared on brass buttons 
over a US Army-style? eagle* Pre-war buttons with 
the state sea! were also issued, though much more 
rarely* Small numbers-of pre-war belt plates (but no 
box plates), resembling the US oval plate but with 
the state seal stamped on them* were also issued* 
There was some issue of uncommon rectangular 
cast plates and two-piece sword belt plates bearing 
the state seal as a design. 

After 1862, when the MF84] rifles and M1842 
muskets that had originally been supplied by the 
US War Department had all been issued, Alabama 
contracted for weapons. Contracted longarms were 
to be copies of the M1841 E Mississippi rifle, and 
were made by Dickson, Nelson & Co., who 
provided at least 645 rifles; J. P. Murray, who 
produced at least 262; Davis & Bozeman; and L* G, 
Sturdivant, James Conning jnr. made copies of the 
US M 184o 3 ight artillery sabre for thc state, while 
other edged weapons purchased by Alabama 
included pikes and knives* 



Arkansas issued no state-wide dress regulations, 
although it did require stall militia officers to wear 
US Army uniforms after January t86i* Evidence 
indicates that grey jackets and battle-shirts were the 
most common state-issued or initial volunteer dress* 
This lack of uniformity caused each Arkansas 

if 

soldier to wear a yellow flannel stripe on his left 
shoulder, according to the Rock Island Register of t e 
September 1861. 

Several examples exist of a stamped, lead-backed 
LIS oval-type belt plate with a state seal, but these 
were apparently quite rare. Buttons with the 
Arkansas seal were made in New Orleans during 
the war. There is also a known regimental button 

































with a Jive-pointed star in the centre, over which is 
ARK\ with fi REGT on the bottom right, and 
on the bottom left "GSAb 


In 1851 Connecticut issued dress regulations w hich 

closely followed those of the US Army of that time, 
* ■* 

save for the use of state buttons and cap badges. 


While this uniform was obsolete in 1861, some ofits 


features survived well into the Civil War- Comp¬ 
anies A and B of most Connecticut infantry 
regiments, for example, were rifle companies and 
wore green trim on their uniforms, while the rest 
wt t e v eg i 1 nenta 1 com panies - 

file state provided the first clothing, accoutre¬ 
ments. and arms issues to its volunteer regiments up 


Company Quartermaster Sergeant Archibald Johnston, a 
native of Glasgow, Scotland, wears the uniform of The British 
Guard, a local defence force which helped defend Mobile, 
Alabama. Johnston, who had moved to Alabama in 1856, 
originally joined the 3rd Alabama Infantry Regiment, but 
received a medical discharge from that unit in May 1862. 
Thereafter, he joined the local unit. He was captured in the fall 
of Mobile on 12 April 1865, His uniform appears to be grey with 
black trim edged—on cuffs, trouser stripes, and chevrons—in 
sky blue or white, (Mrs- Ernest Brown collection) 



lg and including 1864, unlike most other states. I hr 
1 st, 2nd. and 3rd Connecticut Infantry Regiments 
received trousers anil coats made of blue satinet, a 


cheap blend ol' interwoven wool and cotton, and 
grey satinet overcoats. These uniforms were 
generally worn out a couple of months after their 
issue. When the 1st Regiment returned home after 
its three months' enlistment was up, its men, who 
had fought at Bull Run, paraded through the streets 
of New Haven wearing tr <n 1 sers made of blankets, 
and even captured Confederate Zouave uniforms* 
However, after April 1862 the state s complete 
initial issue was that of the US Army, without any of 
the unusual units, such as Chasseurs or Zouaves, 


which other states organised. This is not to say, 
though, that everything went perfectly. The gth 
Infantry Regiment, for example, an Irish unit, 
received uniforms made of shoddy, also called 
"flocked material\ which fell apart with the lirst 
heavy rain. Moreover, even the better-supplied 
state three-year regiments reported that their first 
uinforms were poorly eut and bad Iy stile 1 icd, falling 
apart within a month. 


Connecticut’s buttons bore the state coat of arms, 


three vines with three clusters of grapes each, over 
the motto ‘QU) TRANSTULIT SUSTINETb 
1 lie same insignia had been used on the dress shakos 
ol the 1851 regulations, although these shakos did 


not see Civil War use. Connecticut's staff officers 


wore the silver Old English letters C.M. as their 
cap badge. 

A heavily industrialised state, Connecticut was 
* # 

able to buy many of the weapons they needed from 
local small arms companies including the Colt 
Fire Arms Company. During the war the state 
acquired 2,085 Springiield rifled muskets, 5,792 
rifled muskets from Whitney, 5,809 Pi858 Enfield 
rifled muskets, and 4,500 Mi854 Austrian 0.54-cal, 
rifled muskets for its infantry. In addition, it 
acquired Sharps breechloaders for its isl 2nd and 
4th Infantry Regiments; Mi855 rilled muskets Ibr 
1 he 1 st. 2 nd ant I 5th Inf an t ry Regi m en Ls; .\ 11842 
muskets for the 3rd and 4th Infantry Regiments, 
and Mi855 rifles with sword bayonets for the 5th 
I nfant ry R e g i men t. G e nera 11 y s j ic ak i ng. 
Connecticut's volunteer infantry regiments wen 
better supplied than most, with Sharps breech¬ 
loaders provided for most regiments' Companies A 
and B h and rifled muskets for the rest. 
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Delaware & 
District of Columbia 

Both Delaware's and the District of Columbia's 
co m rib til ions to the Union A r m v w e re p to v id e d for 
{except for an issue of Mi855 rilled muskets by 
Delaware 10 its 1st Infantry Regiment) by the LJS 
government. Neither the state nor the District had a 
unique belt plate insignia, Delaware made staff 
buttons with the state coat of arms during this 
period; the District did not. 



Standard Confederate-type uniforms, with a larger 
than usual number of plain shirts and straw hats 
being worn in tropical areas, appear to have been 
the norm lor Floridians, The state was relatively 

r* 

thinly populated, and the militia had fallen into 

Eliis youth wears (he insignia adopted for the commissary 
sergeant of the 20th Connecticut Regiment—an insignia used, 
apparently, by other Connecticut regiments as well. The plain 
frock coat without regulation trim also seems to have been 
Cnnimon among Connecticut's infantrymen. (Author's col¬ 
lection} 



disorder before the war. Florida did supply its 
Confederate troops from November 1861 through 
to 1864, but only in small part. Throughout 1863, 
for example, it supplied only 169 'undyed woolen 
blouse coats', with another 362 being supplied in 
1864, A total of 809 'undyed woolen pants' were 
supplied in 1863; 1,040 were supplied the next year. 
Otherwise, the state supplied small quantities of 
undyed woollen shirts, cotton shirts, cotton 
drawers, cotton socks, and 700 pairs of shoes in 
1864, along with blankets, scarfs, and gloves. 

Buttons bearing the design of a six-pointed star 
with a rose wreath over the word ‘FLORIDA' were 
made in Montgomery, Alabama, during the war. 
Pre-war buttons with an early state seal featuring 
an American eagle over a cactus plant within a 
semi-circle of 13 stars also appear to have been used 
by Florida troops, 

Georgia 

Most officers from Georgia'—which does not seem 
to have printed stale dress regulations— wore copies 
of the 1861 I S Army uniform, James Cooper 
Nisbet, Co. H, 21st Georgia Infantry Regiment, 
recalled that in 1861 each man in his company was 
‘uniformed in gray', while ‘the lieutenants were 
uniformed in home-made blue jeans. My uniform 
was of a regular United States Army blue, tailor- 
made, a present (with my sword and belt) from my 
sister. , 

Most enlisted men wore jackets, although frocks 
were worn in some companies organised before the 
war. On 21 August 1861 Pte. Henry Graves, 3rd 
Georgia Infantry Regiment, wrote home: 1 wish 
Ma cou Id send me a coat; lei her make it oft hat gray 
woolen doth she once made my hunting coat from.,. 
It must be a jacket, buttoning all the way up in 
front, with a short collar designed to stand up, 
buttons either brass or silver, oval shape, nearly hall’ 
inch in diameter; put a short piece of white tape £ 
inch wide upon the shoulder, running from front to 
back. Lei it be warm; pockets inside and on both 
sides'. 

A v t u a 11 y, the 3 rd w as typical of G eo r gi a s 1861 
regiments in that the uniforms varied by company, 
from the ‘huff-colored 1 Georgia kersey of Comp¬ 
any F, to the red jackets and blue-black pants with a 
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Private D. R. Ossar, Company E, ist Local Troops, Georgia 
Infantry* vicars a plain grey frock coat with apparently black 
trim on the odd hreast pockets, around the Hup over the pocket 
used to carry percussion caps* and around each cuff—a 
variation of a Georgia stale uniform. Cessar’s company was 
formed around draft-exempt workers of the Forest City 
Foundry in Augusta, and saw action during Shermaivs 
campaign in that state. (Lee Joyner collection) 


white stripe, and 'German fatigue caps' of 
Company E. All the other companies wore grey 
uniforms* however, with black trim on them in 
Companies C, H, and K; green trim in Company A; 
and red trim in Company B, Grey was, state-wide, 
the most common jacket colour, with 16 companies 
nicknamed the Grays' raised, against only nine of 
Blues\ Ol course, both grey and blue coats were 
worn in other companies, too. 

Georgia did maintain its own 1 Slate Army', 
which included two infantry regiments, one rifle 
battalion, one cavalry battalion, and one artillery 
battalion. According to General Orders No. 4, 
issued 15 February 1861, its troops were to wear 
Georgia cadet grey frock coats and trousers, while 
the officers wore dark blue frock coats and pants. 
Infantrymen had black patches on their standing 
coat collars* while artillerymen wore orange piping 
and trouser stripes. Blue flannel sack coats w ere to 


be worn for fatigues. US Army rank insignia were to 
be worn. 

Besides a State Army, Georgia authorised a State 
Navy in January i 86 n Its officers were to wear US 
Navy officers’ uniforms with state buttons. Tor the 
men the uniform will be , . . Red Shirt (flannel) with 
sky blue falling collar edged with white and anchor 
at corners; and sky blue cuffs with such other 
insignia on arms or elsewhere as may be usual. Thr 
trousers will be the usual Navy dark blue, and thr 
Cap a Seaman's Cap, dark blue or such other color 
as your men prefer (without visor: and drawn by 
ribbon at the side 1 in Sailor fashion.' The State Navv 

j 

was merged into the Confederate Navy in March 


1861, probably before too many of its men received 
regulation uiliforms. 

Georgia also assisted the Confederate Army in 
clothing its natives, some 25,000 to 30,000 of whom 
were in the main army by the end of 1864. These 1 
uniforms were probably the typical Confederate 
plaii 1 grey jat kets and trousers, C)n 27 January r865 
Confederate Quartermaster-General A. R. Law ton 
reported that *(Georgia *.. has issued wit hin the past 
year as follows; 26,795 jackets, 28,808 pairs of pants. 
37,657 pairs of shoes, 7,504 blankets, 24,952 shirts. 
24,168 pairs of drawers and 23,024 pairs of socks...' 

The standard Georgia bell plate, apparentl\ 
mostly produced before the war, was an oval, lead- 
backed brass plate like the US oval plate but 
bearing the state coat of arms. A number of these 
were also made into cartridge box plates. A much 
rarer plate was a cast brass rec tangle bearing the 
coat of arms. A mounted man s two-piece plate was 
the most common sword belt plate, and this also 
had the state coat of arms on its 'male' part. Buttons 
also bore the state coal of arms. 

Georgia set up its own armoury in the state 
penitentiary at Milledgeville, There, from early in 
1862* some 125 Mi841 'Mississippi' rifles were said 
10 be produced every month. These were marked 
GA. ARMORY' over the date on the rear of the 
lockplate. Sabre bayonets were also made at 
Milledgeville. Georgia is, however, most noted for 
its pikes, 5,000 ol which were found in storage when 
Milledgeville was captured on 22 November 1864. 
At the same time the Union troops who captured 
the armoury also found 2.300 "smooth-bore 
muskets, calibre .693 which were probably Mi842 
muskets. 
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Newspaper wood- 
block engravings, 
while inevitably 
somewhat 


distorted, were 
copied line for line 
from eyewitness 
sketches, and 
those which are 
the work of skilled 
artists are useful 
references. In this 
study. Colonel Lew 
Wallace (wearing a 
white Havelock i 
and members of 
his nth Indiana 
Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment are seen 
in the held in 


Western Virginia, 
August i86r» All 
except for the 
fi el degrade officer 
at the right are 
wearing the 
regiment’s grey 
Zouave-style 
uniform. (Author’s 
collection] 



Indiana volunteers bury their dead after the Battle of 
Rich Mountain, July 1861; note the state-issued slouch 
hats and waist-length jackets* (Author’s collection] 
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The only stale regulation on dress in use in Illinois 
at the outbreak of the Civil YV ar was a requirement 
that officers could wear uniforms 'similar to those 
worn by US Army officers. The state did not, 
however, have a unique state uniform for its Civil 
War troops. It was hoped that the US government 
could uniform and equip all the state's volunteers 







from the beginning. This was not to be the case; and 
the first Illinois infantry volunteers received a state- 
provided issue of grey shirts, blue caps, and red 
blankets worn horseshoe-style. More complete 
uniforms were ordered from New York, arriving in 
May 1861. 'These included a 'jacket and pants of 
course gray cloth, blue zouave 1 cap, and substantial 
shoes\ The clothcs were 1 nacI e (>f poor q uallty 
wool known as "shoddy’ and wore out quickly. 

Ten more infantry regime ms were authorised on 
2 May [861, and these wore clothing provided by 
their hometowns. Most of these uniforms included 
grey or blue jackets and trousers. The state itself 
contracted for additional uniforms on 12 June 1861, 
so t hat each ol its volunteers would receive ‘a blue or 


gray round jacket and pantaloons of the US Army 
pattern, two flannel shirts, two pairs of drawers, two 
pairs of socks, one pair of brogan shoes'. Most of 
these uniforms were grey, due to a lack of blue cloth. 
Plain grey frock coats or jackets, with some blue 
jackets, grey trousers, and grey broad-brimmed 
hats (turned up on one side, with a plain brass 
button over a red, white, and blue cockade} were 
issued to the 13th to 22nd Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry Regiments from this contract. The yth to 
12th Regiments, in the 1st Brigade of Illinois 
Volunteers, received grey coats (edged in bine for 
infantry, red for artillery) with short skirts; grey 
trousers, and grey, broad-brimmed hats. 'The 
fatigue suit is a shirt, pantaloons and zouave cap in 
a firm hickory doth', noted the Chicago Tribune in 
April 1861, 


At the same time, the 1st to yth Cavalry 
Regiments received red shirts and "dark blue 
reinforced pants' as their initial issue, after which 
they received jackets and black hats'. R\ mid-1862 
they, too, were clothed by the US government in 
regulation dress. 

In September 1862 Illinois turned over all its 
purchased clothing and equipment to the US 
Quartermaster. This included 25,044 dress hats, 
59A 72 caps, 3,432 havclocks, 19,046 dress coats, 
64,412 jackets (obviously the most common stale- 
issued type of coat), 11,072 fatigue blouses, 112,287 
pairs of trousers, 2 1,878 pairs of boots, 93,148 pairs 


Pierre G« T* Beauregard, soon to be a Confederate general, 
wears the all dark blue uniform of a colonel of engineers in the 
Louisiana State Army in i 36 i» The trouser cord is gold' 
shoulder straps are gold cm a. dark blue ground; the cap badge 
has a castle within a gold wreath. (Author’s collection) 
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Simon Bolivar Buckner, who commanded Kentucky’s volun¬ 
teer units before joining the Confederate forces, wears that 
stale's officers’ uniform. Many of these uniforms were worn 
by Confederate Kentuckians and, indeed, apparently by other 
Confederate generals. (David Schc in matin collection) 


of shoes, 72,866 overcoats, 95,967 wool blankets, 
20,367 rubber or 6 enameled' blankets, 35,223 
knapsacks, 45,925 haversacks, and 54,740 canteens. 
The state nevertheless cominued to issue clothing to 
ils troops, equipping all its infantry regiments up to 
the 1 31 s 1 with uniform jackets rather than frock 
coats* 

No buttons, bell plates, or cap badges with 
special Illinois insignia are known to have been 


issued. 

Illinois armed its infantrymen with state- 
1 y u re 11 a s ec t we a pons in c 1 u d i ng Sp r i n g fie Id r i 1 1 cc I 
muskets and 0.69 calibre US and Prussian muskets. 
The state also purchased Sharps carbines, and Colt 
revolvers for ils mounted men. 


When the Civil Y\ ar broke ran there were only six 
volunteer companies active within Indiana. Im¬ 
mediately, however, six regiments-worth of volun¬ 


teers flocked to the colours. The state quickly 
advertised for uniforms from private contractors, to 
include 'coat and pants of strong, cheap woolen 
goods ... flannel shirts.., gray blankets’. The coats 
were to be jackets | which were] to be wadded in the 
breast, to be lined, etc. . . . with inside pocket, with 
nine regulation buttons in front and two on each 
sleeve’. Satinet was to be used to uniform three 


regiments, and jeans material another two. Hats 
were To be light colored, taper crown, felt wool hats 
to be looped up at each side . Apart from the colour 
thev must have Looked like the L S Army dress hat. 

Essentially, as produced, the 6th and 7th 
Infantry Regiments (the numbers 1 to 5 were 


reserved for the Mexican-American War Indiana 


regiments) wore short grey jackets and grey trousers 
with blue flannel shirts. The 81 h wore light blue 
short jackets and trousers, possibly trimmed with 
dark blue. The 9th wore grey satinet jackets and 


trousers. The iotli probably wore plain light blue 
jeans jackets and trousers. Phis uniform was 
replaced by grey uniforms trimmed in black in 
September 1861. All of them wore the grey felt hats. 

The 1 nh wore Zouave-style jackets and trousers 


as their first uniforms. Their first commander, Lew 
Wallace, recalled later: L Our outfit was of the 


tamest gray twilled goods not unlike home-made 
jeans—a visor cap, french in pattern, its top of red 
cloth not larger than the palm of one’s hand; a blue 
flannel shirt with open neck; a jacket Greekish in 
form, edged with narrow binding, the red scarcely 


A white col loti duck haversack with bone bill tons. Both the 
inside of the haversack and the detachable food bag that 
buttons inside it are marked ‘STATE OF MASS./ 
INSPEGTED/ACCEFTED’. (Author 3 * collection) 
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noticeable; breeches baggy, but not petticoaied; 
button gaiters connecting below the knees with the 
breeche s, and sn apped over the shoe'. In December 


1861 this uniform was replaced by a blue one, which 
V\ allace wrote included a "dark blue jacket, and sky 
blue Zouave pants with shirts’. Gpk Sylvester 
Bishop wrote home that the new jackets arc black 


wi 11 1 a bl u < v I rc >n 11 h a 11 j u 11 o 11 s u p c lo sc, vs liich ma kes 
it look like a vest \ 


Regiments raised subsequently wore standard 
I S Army uniforms issued by the Federal govern¬ 
ment. However, broad-brimmed black hats were 
widely issued to and worn bv Indiana soldiers, as 
were blue fatigue jackets of the same general 
description as the first regulation grey jackets. 

Indiana troops wore no special state cap badges, 
buttons, or belt plates. The state's first regiments 
were issued Mi 842 muskets; later, Indiana 
acquired 40,000 P1853 Enfield rifled muskets, and 
about half the state s volunteers received these 
weapons, while the rest received various US-made 
longarms. Cavalrymen received Wesson breech¬ 
loading carbines and, probably, Lefaucheux 
revolvers. 




Iowa had been apathetic about supporting an 
active militia before the Civil War, and was 
therefore unprepared to equip its volunteers in 
t86n I he governor quickly sent an agent to 
Chicago to buy cloth for 1,500 uniforms, to be made 
up by patriotic women in the state. All he could find 
in sufficient supply was a grey satinet; this was 
deemed acceptable, and the material was pur¬ 
chased, sent back to Iowa, and turned into 
uniforms. 


This material was used lor uniforms issued to the 


1 st iowa Infantry Regimen l. Volunteers from 
Davenport had uniforms made which included 
loose-fitting blouses, like shirts, worn over the 
trousers, with green collars; and dark grey trousers 
with a stripe down each leg. Officers had black felt 
hats, turned up on the side with a red, white, and 
blue tin cockade. Volunteers from Keokut and 


Burlington had much the same uniform, except that 
the trim was of red flan nek These uniforms were 
totally worn out after the Battle of Wilson's Creek, 
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Colonel Charles Devens, Jr,, 15th Massachusetts Infantry, 
wears a typical Massachusetts version of the US Army 
uniform, with white trim on his collar anti heps, and white 
cords down each trouser leg. Ills collar is also odt>ed with gold, 
and the kepi has additional gold decoration. The 15th was pari 
of the defending force that stopped Pickett’s Charge and 
helped win the Battle of Gettysburg, (David Seheitimann 
collection) 













to the 1 extent that many of the soldiers wore aprons 
of flour sacks to hide their ragged trousers* New 
uniforms were ordered from a Boston contractor, 
including grey wool frock coats and trousers, grey 
wool flannel shirts, and grey felt hats. This dress, 
called the state gray uniform’ was issued to the isi 
to 3rd Infantrv Regiments; but later regiments were 
supplied by the Federal government with regu¬ 
lation Army dress, accoutrements, and weapons. 


There was no unique state insignia worn on 
buttons, belt plates, or cap badges* Iowa was able to 
obtain a hodge-podge of weapons, including 
Austrian, Prussian, French, Belgian, and British 
muskets and rifles, along with Mi842 muskets from 


the US government, all of which it issued to ii> 
volunteers* 



Kentucky's volur 1 tee rs of 1861, d ra w n fro n 1 p re - w a r 
volunteer units, wore both blue and grey coats and 
trousers—grey being slightly more common. How¬ 
ever. as a 'neutral state which rapidly fell into 
T11 ion hands, Kentucky provided both Con¬ 
federate and Union units equipped and uniformed 
by their respective armies rather than by the state. 
There were two-piece sword belt plates with the 
state seal on the male part; and buttons with the 
state motto and seal, made both in the North, 
possibly by the Scovil Co., and in France. Men on 
both sides wore these items. 

Louisiana 


I lie Louisiana troops were, as a general thing, 
better equipped and more regularly uniformed 
than any others in the motley throng 1 , wrote an 
observer in Richmond in 1861. However, there was 
no state-wide uniform; and volunteer companies 
out West wore a red flannel stripe on their left 
shoulders, according to the Rock Island Register of 11 
September 1861* 

Generally, state staff officers wore dark blue 
copies of US Army uniforms, while various 
companies selected their own uniforms. Blue 
appears to have been the most common volunteer 
colour in New Orleans, with ten companies of 


Blues 1 raised, mostly in that city, among 
I, o ui si an a 1 s v<) I tin t ee rs * T her e w er e also, si a u l - w id e, 
nine companies of 'Grays 1 . The grey uniforms 
appear to have included mostly jackets trimmed in 
various colours, although black was the most 
common colour. 

As one might expect from an area with 
traditional ties to France, a number of Zouave and 
Chasseur uniforms were seen among the 1 36 r 
Louisiana volunteer units. These included the 
Confederate States Zouaves (St. Leon Dupeire s 
Louisiana Infantry), the Louisiana Zouaves, and 
tlie Zonaves and Chasscurs. 1 hev all seern to have 
worn basically the same dress, similar to that 
described by a soldier of the 79th New York 
Infantry Regiment, who saw a member of Wheat's 
Battalion of Louisiana Zouaves: 'His uniform 
attracted our attention: a Zouave cap of red, and 
jacket of blue, with baggy trousers made of blue and 
white striped material, and white legginsb The 
jacket was trimmed with scarlet. 

There was so much blue among Louisiana 
uniforms in 1861 that in the First Battle of Bull Run 
the state s soldiers wore re d armbands above their 
left elbows as a field sign. By early 1862* however, 
Gen. Richard Taylor wrote that his brigade of the 
6th, 7th, Bill, and 9th Louisiana Infantry Regi¬ 
ments was "over three thousand strong, neat in fresh 
clothing of gray with white gaiters, bands playing at 
the head of their regiments. , 

Louisiana also raised a state navy to defend the 
Mississippi River. Confederate Navy Capt. C. \Y. 
Read later wrote that each of Louisiana's gunboats 
\ .. had a frigate's complement of officers, and they 
all wore the blue uniform of the United States 
Navy'. However, a photograph of Capt. Beverly 
Keiurnn, commander of ihc LSS Governor Moore , 
shows a double-breasted coat that appears to be 
grey, whh a dark blue or black standing collar 
edged with a wide gold lace trim along the top and 
front and a narrower lace trim along the bottom. 
He wears a pair of shoulder straps of dark blue or 
black edged gold with an insignia inside, possibly 
that of a US Navy captain. While not shown in the 
photograph, the use of grey for the coal suggests 
grey trousers and a grey cap, possibly with a gold 
band like that of the US Navv. 

The standard-issue Louisiana belt plate was 
rectangular, of lead-backed stamped brass, bearing 












the stair insignia of a pelican feeding its young 
within a laurel wreath. Examples of this plate in cast 
brass also exist* as do two-piece buckles with the seal 
on the male pari. The female pan is often plain, 
without the traditional laurel wreath, although 
wreathed examples do exit. The state button bore 
the same insignia. 



There was no regulation Maine uniform. The first 
six volunteer infantry regiments, when raised in 
1861, received state-purchased uniforms that 
included grey frock coats, with eight Maine buttons 
down (hr front; plain grey trousers; and plain grey 
forage caps. The actual colours varied from 
"Canada gray’* through "light gray' and "dark gray', 
to "cadet gray', A major of the 3rd Maine Infantry 
Regiment retailed that when they were organised 
in 1861, ‘We were clothed in new gray uniforms, 
and equipped and armed, our guns were Spring- 
field smooth-bore, muzzle-loading muskets, fixed 
with the common bayonet'* These uniforms were 
replaced with regulation blue dress when they 
reached Washington in July. Blue uniforms were 
issued by the stale to iis 7th, 8th, and 9th Infantry 
Regiments, and the US government issued 
regulation clothing to all regiments thereafter. 
Wherever possible, however, Maine troops seemed 
to prefer dark blue trousers to regulation sky blue, 
wearing them whenever they got the chance. 

Maine issued both buttons with the slate coat of 


arms on them, and oval, US Army-like brass belt 
plates marked ‘VMM’ (for "Volunteer Militia of 
Maine ). The belt plates came only in the smaller 
size list'd in the Mexican-American War, although 
the VMM cartridge box plates came in the large 
size then currently issued by the US Army. These 
plates were worn by the low-numbered Maine 
infantry regiments including the loth (although the 
1 st Regiment received US plates), as well as by 
some later units whenever they were available. 
These plates were worn at the front as late as 1864. 

Maine issued from its stores, Mi855 rifles to the 
1st and 6th Infantry Regiments, as well as P1858 
En fie Ids to the roth and 13th Infantry Regiments. 
M 1841 rifles went to the 41 h (but not enough for the 
whole regiment) and 71b Infantry Regiments. 



The cmly urbanised force from the State of California to see 
action in the hast was the 'California ioo 1 , a company raised in 
California which served in the and Massachusetts Cavalry. 
The unit wore regulation dress, except for this unique cap 
badge. The and was organised in February ittfri and served 
mostly in Northern Virginia against guerrilla forces there. 
(James Stain ate-It is collection) 



Maryland's U n i on 1 roo ps wt ire st a ndard t J S Arm y 
uniforms and carried issue weapons and accoutre¬ 
ments, The state’s approximately 25,000 men who 
fought in the Confederate Army were luckier than 
many in that they had families behind Federal lines 
who had access to much more material than did 


those living in the South, and they were therefore 
often better supplied from home than typical 
Confederates. On 19 September 1862 a qib New 
York Infantry Regiment private saw the Con¬ 
federate rst Maryland Infantry Regiment on the 
march: " They were noticeable, at that early stage of 
the war, as the only organization we saw that wore 
the regulation Confederate gray, all the other 
troops having assumed a sort of revised regulation 
uniform of homespun butternut. , / 


In 1863 Maryland Confederate Gens. George H, 
Steuart and Bradley T. Johnston attempted to form 
a “Maryland Lint' of state units, and gathered six 























Maryland infantry, artillery, and cavalry units at a 
camp in northern Virginia. From diggings at this 
site it appears that the US-type oval brass belt plate 
and cartridge box plate with the state seal were 
quite common. Two-piece sword belt plates with 
the state seal on the male part were also common. 
L'nion Maryland troops do not appear to haw 
worn state plates to any great extent. 

Pie. Ilenry Holiday, Co. A, 2nd Maryland 
Infantry Battalion ? CSA, was among the many who 
wore a east rectangular brass belt plate, the state 
seal being displayed within an oval. An additional 
state insignia worn by Marylanders was a metal 
often silver) cross hotonee —called the ‘Cross of 
Calvert’—which was sometimes engraved with the 
wearers name and unit designation, and was 
pinned to the left breast. 



Massachusetts authorised a state uniform in 1852, 
but these regulations were little followed by its 
vo t u n t ee r units, w 1 1 o f >rc:ft 1 rred t h ei r o wn d c s i gn s. As 
was the case with most other states, Massachusetts 
was ill-prepared to clothe and equip its volunteers 
in 1861, According to the Boston Daily Advertiser of 1 7 
April 1861, in the state's new 3rd, 4th, 6th, and 8th 
Infantry Regiments 'each soldier is to be supplied 
with two woolen shirts, two pairs of stockings, one 
pair of boots and a Guernsey frock\ This was, 
however, merely a stop-gap measure. 

The state quickly ordered grey flannel state 
uniforms, including jackets for all branches, and red 
lezzes (later, broad-brimmed grey leit hats). In 
[861 Massachusetts bought 9,884 grc\ r infantry 
jackets, 1,687 cavalry and artillery jackets, 13,730 
in fa 111 r y 1 r oc k coats, 22,77 4 ^ a 11 8 u e b 1 o u ses, 35,3 3 9 
overcoats, 34,208 pairs of trousers, 32,763 pairs of 
shoes, 2,650 mounted men's boots, r8,092 fatigue 
ca ps, and 16,714 hats. r 1 he y a I so bo u gh t 11,074 
uniform suits', including 199 Zouave uniforms. 

The state grey uniforms went to the 7th, 9th, 
10th, and 1 ith Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry 
Regiments. The state's 2nd arid 12th Regiments 
started out with US Army regulation uniforms. 
Thereafter, grey uniforms were not acceptable to 
the US authorities, and the state began to issue blue 
regulation clothing. 


Massachusetts had a button that used The 


Massachusetts arms with the word Massachusetts' 
for generals and the words ‘Mass. Vol. Militia for 
other officers and enlisted men. Among officers 
examples were to be seen of both cast brass 


rectangular and two-piece brass sword belt plates 
bearing the state coat of arms. US regulation plates, 
though, were the most common type used by 
Massachusetts volunteers. 


Sergeant Frederick A. Cline, 40th Missouri Infantry Regiment, 
wears the short uniform jacket so commonly issued in 
Western states. The otherwise plain jacket has straps on each 
shoulder, and ‘keeper 1 labs on each side through which the 
waist belt is passed. He is armed with an M1B42 musket and a 
Colt Navy revolver. The cap badge design is unknown; it was 
probably simply the regimental number. The 40th do not 
appear to have had a very distinguished career; most of their 
time was spent in garrison duty. (John Ertzgaard collection) 
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In j86i Massachusetts bought 5,000 Mi842 
muskets, 4,000 M 1841 rifles, 14,700 P1858 Enfield 
rilled muskets, 10,000 sets bf British-made infantry 
accoutrements, 32,400 US-made infantry accoutre¬ 
ments, 1,960 M184L riflemen's accoutrements, 285 
Savage revolvers, 889 sabres, and 900 sabre 
bayonets for its volunteers. Fhereafter, the state 
contracted with S. Norris and W. T, Clement 
for 3,000 Mi863 rifled muskets which were 
marked on the Iockplate ‘S-N .&YV.T.(1 j FOR/ 
MASSACHUSETTS' 




A frontier state, Minnesota clothed its first 
volunteers with chequered flannel shirts (mostly 
red, although some were blue and some 1 had various 
designs printed on them , broad-brimmed black felt 
hats, black trousers, shoes, blankets, and woollen 
drawers. I t was not until the summer of 1861 that 
the (St Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment 
received US Army regulation uniforms. The 2nd 
Regiment was also clothed by the state, but later 
regiments received clothing directly from the US 
Army, Both regiments also received M1842 muskets 
from the state. There was no unique state insignia 
worn by Minnesota volunteers. 


Whe n t h e Gi v i 1 YV ar began t he state 1 s 
quartermaster-general was ordered to have uni¬ 
forms made of ‘blue flannel or of some suitable 
material of blue color'. Photographs of’ the 2nd 
Michigan Volunteer Infantry Regiment show them 
wearing dark blue trousers and dark blue waist- 
length jackets with standing collars; shoulder straps 
that run from the shoulder seam to a small button 
next to the collar; and nine large buttons down the 
front. On 24 August 1861 Michigan's governor 
cabled the US Secretary of War that the Sixth 

j 

Regiment of Michigan Volunteer Infantry , . , will 
be supplied .,. with uniforms (of blue), undershirts, 
drawers, forage-caps, stockings, and shoes, and with 
tents, cooking utensils, haversacks, and canteens, I 
request that provision may be made furnishing 
them with arms and accoutrements'. Further, he 
wrote, the 7th was 'supplied with clothing and 
camp equippage similar to that furnished the Sixth 
Regiment 1 . Both the 1st and 5th Regiments would 
receive this type of clothing as soon as it was 
available, and it was then ‘under contract and is 
being pressed forward with all possible dispatch . 
Blue uniforms thus seem to have been used bv 
Michigan volunteers from the beginning, save for 
dilferent uniforms made for a handful of volunteer 
companies on their initial organisation; these, of 
course, lasted only a very short time. 

Michigan troops do not seem to have worn any 
special state insignia. The state was able to arm its 
first three regiments with M 1855 rifleel muskets; 
thereafter the state s arms ran out, and a mixture of 
foreign-made weapons went to later regiments. 



ss/ss 





Ten Mississippi prisoners of war were said to have 
arrived in Washington, DC, by the Daily National 
Intelligencer of’ 25 July 1861; 4 One of them h 
lieut.Col. B. B. Boone, a splendid officer in 
appearance, though clad in rough gray cloth, 
trimmed in faded cotton velvet facings'. 

Col. Boone's uniform appears to have been that 
I y rescribecI by t he s 1 ale's mili 1 ary I joard in J anuary 
1861: 'All officers shall wear a frock coat of gray 
cloth, the skirt to extend from two-thirds to three- 
fourths of the distance from the top of the hip to the 
bend ol the knee". Generals and field officers had 
two rows of buttons, seven in each row, the rows 
being five and a half inches apart at the top and 
three and a half at the bottom. Company-grade 
officers had one row of nine buttons. Field officers 
were to have black standing collars trimmed in half- 
inch-wide gold lace. Three small buttons were lo be 
worn at each cuff, one at each hip, and one at each 
skirt end. Company officers were to have coloured 
collars trimmed in half-inch-wide gold lace, 
coloured cuffs, and 'silk braid of the facings of the 
corps, running each side from the buttons, the Lop 
braid extending five inches and the bottom one two 
inches, and the intermediate braids graduating 
from one to die other . 

Enlisted men were to wear coats like those of 
company grade officers, but with branch-of-service 
colour worsted braid on the chest. Branch-oftservice 
colours were unusual: crimson for infantry and 







Typically, New Hampshire infantrymen wore forage taps 
decorated with their branch of service insignia, company 
letter, regimental number, and ‘NHY 1 for New Hampshire 
Volunteers* Tlie regulation frock dial was most commonly 
worn, as by this member of Company E, 15th New Hampshire 
Infantry Regiment. The 15th was raised in early 1862 for nine 
months of active duty with the Army of the Potomac, seeing 
action at Chance Ho rsville. (David Scheinmann collection) 

riflemen, yellow for cavalry, and orange for 
artillery. 

For fatigue, a red flannel shirt with a star ofw hire 
on each side of the collar, for 1 n fan try or Riflemen, a 
grey flannel shirt (or Artillery, and blue for Cavalry/ 

3 rousers were grey, with black cords being worn 
by generals, an inch-wide black stripe by field grade 
officers, and an inch-wide branch-of-service colour 
stripe for everyone else. 

Officers' epaulettes were almost the same as the 
l/S Army pattern, except that a major-general 
ware a single gold star; a lieutenant-colonel, a gold 
leaf; and a major, a silver leaf* Shoulder straps bore 
the same insignia, on a dark blue ground for all 
branches of service. Non-commissioned officers 
wore Confederate Army style chevrons in branch- 
< ) l-service co lo tirs. A h a 91 -c he vron was a flowed u i be 
worn above the cuff to mark previous US military 
service. Major-generals were also marked by a gold 
star, three-quar uts of an inch in diameter, on each 



The rather odd-looking 'Whipple*’ cap, as worn by this soldier, 
was issued to men from New Hampshire and New York, as 
well as other north-eastern states: see Plate Bj, The man's 
apparently state-issue jacket has shoulder straps trimmed in 
sky blue, but has no trim on the standing collar. (David 
Scheinmann collection) 


collar; brigadier-generals wore il in silver. 

Hats were black, broad-brimmed, 'looped up on 
L11 ree si cl es, w h en c >n p a i:ad e, t o be o r n a m cm e cl w ith 
cord, tassel and plumes .. * the plumes to be made of 
horse hair/ Major-generals had long, flowing white 
piumes; brigadier-generaIs, red p 1 umes i ipped wit h 
white; medical officers, green plumes; adjutant 
general’s corps officers, yellow plumes; quarter¬ 
master general s department, blue plumes; ord¬ 
nance corps officers, blue plumes tipped with red; 
and other officers and men, plumes of branch-of- 

service colour 'with a vellovv metal number of their 

/ 

Regiments below the plume socket/ Hat cords were 
also in branch or corps colours* While these hats 
appear from photographs to have been common, 
the plumes seem to have been but rarely worn. 

All officers were to wear crimson sashes. Cravats 
were to be 1 black, 1 ig ht, t o be wor n 1 oose ’, O ve re oats 
were Zbr all non-commissioned officers and men *. * 
sacks m ad e o I w a t c rp i onf c ot t o n / 
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Judging from photographs, this uniform was m.i 
only issued in 186 [, hut worn lor some considers!if 
time after* 

According to the 1861 orders, sword belt plate- 
were to be, for officers, ‘a plain clasp of gilt or brass', 
and lbr men, 'a plain brass buckle’. US-type o\ul 
brass belt plates and cartridge box plates bearing 
the state seal of an eagle within an oval were also 
worn, some 2,000 of them having been made by .1 
Massachusetts manufacturer before t he war. A cast 
biass rectangular plate with the same design u,r 
also used. 

Buttons were not described in orders, bin 
surviving examples have a five-pointed star, with 
Lhr legend ‘MISSISSIPPI 5 around the edge* Mom 
have a block letter T, 'A\ar ‘C’in the star’s cent ir. 
depending on the wearer's branch of service* 

Mississippi had its own state armoury which 

d civilian weapons to 0.58-caJ. 
military longarms. It did produce some Maynard 
pattern carbines, and possibly even some rifles. T in 
1st Mississippi Infantry Regiment was armed with 
these state-made weapons. The state also convened 
and issued 1,000 Hall flintlock rifles to its troop- 


Missouri 

Missouri’s Union troops wore standard US Army 
dress and cat ried regulation weapons and accoutre¬ 
ments. Her contributions to the Confederate Army 
u< u at tiled in so motley a lashion that Missourians 
had to wear a field sign—a white flannel stripe on 
i!k It ft shoulder according to the 11 September 
1861 Rock Island Register. Missourians on both sides 
wore LS-type oval, stamped brass belt plates 
bearing the Roman letters ‘SMM’, for ‘State of 
Missouri Militia’, whenever they could get them. 


shuts, one pair of flannel drawers, one extra pair of 
socks, one pair of shoes, and one large camp 
blanket . I his was what was decided upon for flic 
slate uniform when the war began, with the 
addition oi an officer’s uniform that included US 
At my coats and trousers (albeit vvith reel stripes 
down the legs), and red kepis with dark blue bands 
trimmed with gold. 

Most New Hampshire troops from the _uh 
Infantry Regiment on received a revised state 
uniform that conformed to US Army regulations, 
'I hesc were described by Henry Little of the 7th 
New Hampshire Infantry as “‘keg hats” of black 
IHr, trimmed with feathers and brasses, dark blue 
dress coats, dark blue trousers, light blue overcoats, 
datk blue blouses, and dark blue fatigue caps, the 
trimmings had chevrons of light blue, except the 
dark blue . . , [chevron] on the overcoats’. 
Generally, these forage caps were decorated by New 
Hampshiremen with the brass letters ‘NHV’ on the 
lower edge of the crown, below the regulation 
bugle-horn, a regimental number within the loop, 
and with a company letter above that. 

Another state peculiarity was an oval. US 
Army-type belt plate marked in Roman letters 
NIISM . A cartridge box plate so marked was also 
issued. Alter about 1862, however, these were used 

by troops within the state, while those at the front 
wore US plates. 

New Hampshire equipped its first two infantry 
regiments with Mi842 muskets and the 3rd with 
1 t858 f.nfields; later regiments received their 
longarms directly from the US Army. 




' ers 


New Jersey ordered for its first volunteers a uniform 



According to a veteran of the and New Hampshire 
Infantry Regiment, when the unit was raised in 
i86t ‘the uniforms were gray, the jaunty forage 
caps and “spiketail” dress coats banded with red 
cord . The .Hew-.Hampshire Gazette of n May i8fit 
described the uniform as including a grey coat and 
pants, grey overcoat, grey fatigue cap, two flannel 
18 


ill at included a dark blue frock coat. light blue 
pants, and army cockade hat’. These coats appear 
to have been made like the US Army’s fatigue 
blouse, but with five buttons down the front instead 
of lour. State-made or-bought uniforms were issued 
to New Jersey’s first nine infantry regiments, the US 
Army equipping those raised later. 

^ Exceptions were the 33rd and 35th New Jersey 
Volunteer Infantry Regiments, which received 
directly from the state Zouave uniforms including 
dark blue jackets, waistcoats, and trousers, a blue 




sash edged with light blue, and blue and red caps. 
The state also equipped the 3rd Cavalry Regiment 
with a "hussar' type of uniform, based on the 
regulation uniform but with additional trim. 

In 1863 New Jersey raised a rifle corps for home 
defence. This wore Chasseur uniforms, made 
usually of grey, although sometimes of blue tor dress 
occasions; and a grey jacket, trousers and forage cap 
again, sometimes blue] for fatigue wear. Officers 
apparently wore gold-embroidered crossed ri lies, 
with the letters "NJ above the cross and C RC under 
it, on their caps. 

Other state insignia included buttons with the 
state arms, and oval, US Army-type brass belt 
plates marked L N f in Roman letters. The latter are 
extremely rare, and do not appear to have been 
worn at the front. 

New Jersey had a state armoury i n Trenton, the 
s La t e c a pi 1 ah w Inch prod uc ed c o p i es o f the M18 61 
rifled musket for its troops. The state also bought 


Th is short dark bluejacket trimmed in sky bine seems to have 
been worn by many New Jersey infantry officers, including, as 
seen here, Colonel William B. Hatch of the <|th New Jersey 
Infantry Regiment. Colonel Hatch was killed in action at the 
Battle of Fredericks burg, {U.S. Army Military History 
Institute} 
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Remington army revolvers and light cavalry sabres, 
as weli as converting Hint lock muskets to percussion 
for its active militia. 


The 3rd New Jersey Cavalry Regiment styled themselves the 
Ust US Hussars’. Jlieir uniform was the regulation issue, with 
additions in the way of braid made by the State of New Jersey: 
see Plate H3. The regiment, raised in the latter part of the war, 
had an excellent record. {Richard Carlisle collection} 





























When ilit 1 Federal government requested troops to 
put down the rebellion. New York sent 11 of its 
militia regiments to Washington, and called for 
another 30,000 volunteer militia for two years' 


service, I licsewent into new I v organised regiments. 

New York's governor cabled the Secretary of 
War on 28 June 1861 that he had ‘already 
contracted for the making of to,000 suits of 
uniforms with two parties, 2,500 to be delivered this 
week, of the best army goods, at $16.50 per suit, and 
for 20,000 caps, with capes and covers complete, at 


75 cents'. These uniforms were to conform to the 
state’s 'Act of April 16, 1861': 

That the uniform of the troops should consist 
dst, Of a jacket of dark blue army cloth, cut to 


New Jersey’s Rifle Corps wore grey uniform jackets with 
standing collars, grey trousers, and grey kepis with dark blue 
or black bands around them. The Corps was raised for state 
defence* {Author’s collection) 



flow from the waist and to fall about four inches 
below the belt. The coat to be buttoned with eight 
buttons, from the throat to the waist* The collar to 
be a low standing collar. The buttons are to be those 
of the state militia. * * 

"2nd. ( >f trowsers, to be made of light army 
b 1 ue, cut lull in the leg and 1 arge art) u nd the fo<>t.. 


'3rd. Of an overcoat of light army blue, of the 
pattern worn by the U.S. infantry, . . 



Lieutenant-Colonel Eli R. Lyon, 43rd New Y^ork State Militia 
Regiment, was photographed just prior to the war in the 
Stale’s iBjiS regulation uniform—the standard when the war 
hegan. It is virtually the same as the US Army uniform apart 
bom state insignia. Lyon wears a two-piece belt plate and a 
presentation sword. (Michael McAfee collection} 















‘4th- Of a fatigue cap of dark blue, with a 
water-proof cover, to be made with a cape which 
will fall to t he shoulder. The cover to be buttoned at 
the visor, and furnished with strings, so that it may 
be tied under the chin, * . 

'Each soldier should be provided with two 
canton-flannel shirts, two pair canton-flannel 
drawers, two pair woolen soc ks, one pair stout 
cowhide pegged shoes and one double Mackinac 
blanket. The board would suggest that the 
Commissioned officers of this force 1 be uniformed 
according to the bill of dress for officers already 
established by the general regulations/ 

Therefore, on t6 April 1861, Pte. Joseph Favill of 
the 71 si New York Infantry Regiment noted in his 
diary that the unit was to report to a clothing store 
the next day, there to be measured, each and all of 
us, for a uniform suit, to consist of dark bluejacket 
and sky-blue trousers. The jacket will have light 
blue shoulderstraps and cuffs/ 


This jacket. as most commonly issued to New 
York volunteers, was short, dark blue, with a 
standing collar fastened with a hook-and-eye in 
front, and trimmed with wide light blue piping. On 
jackets made later the piping was of a medium, 
almost blue-green colour, and was thinner than the 
thicker cords used on the first jackets. There was a 
strap passing from the shoulder seam to a button 
next to the collar on each shoulder; these were also 
trimmed in light blue, as was a left-side 'belt keeper' 
tab. Small New York state 1 buttons were used on 
these. There were eight large New York state 
buttons in a single row down the front, although 
examples with seven and nine buttons are also 
known to have been made. 

The jackets were lined in the breast with brown 

The 6qth New York State Militia Regiment parades in New 
York upon its return From the Battle of First Bull Run. In the 
engraving the regimental number ran clearly be seen on the 
slouch hat of the private holding the bouquet in the centre of 
the front rank. See l*late (Author’s collection) 
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Major Alexander Shalcr wears the uniform of the famous 7 th 
New York State Militia Regiment, from which he resigned in 
June 1861* The 7th was the first regiment to reach Washington 
alter pro-Southerners had cut its communications at the 
beginning oi the war. (David Schcinmnnn collection) 


polished cotton stiifened with burlap, with dark- 
coloured twill tape sewn over the back seams, A 
'slash pocket lined in brown polished cotton was 
usually worn over the left breast, normally large 
enough to hold a small Bible or a diary. The sleeves 
had two small state buttons on each cuff, although 
they were for appearance only—the cuff could not 
be opened. Sleeves were lined with white muslin. 


As was often the case, not enough blue material 
was immediately available lor all the volunteers, 
and New York had to obtain 7,300 cadet grey 


'mixed 


satinet'jackets and trousers for many of its 


men. Most of these were poorly made of inferior 
materials and wore out quickly, 

1 he blue state jackets were issued to the 1st to 
105th New York Regiments before the US Army 
took over the task of providing its uniforms. 
Artillery regiments from the 1 si to the 4th, plus a 
number of batteries, received the same jackets 
trimmed in red. They were very popular items, and 
other units took them into use whenever possible 


(many units were given a choice of the state jacket 
or L S frock coat). They served as dress coats. 


issued and worn until at least October 1864, when 
troops of the 120th New York Volunteer Infan in 


This private wears the Chasseur uniform adopted by the 
New York State Militia Regiment in iBfii, The dark blue 
uniform is trimmed with fight blue; trousers are sky blue; 

are of russet leather; and the kepi is light blue w ith a 
dark blue band, white cord trim, and the brass number *i2‘ in 
front. The i2fh served three months' active service starting in 
May *861, and behaved well in a skirmish near Martinsbur^, 
Virginia, on 12 July before being mustered out. [David 
Scheiinmann collection) 
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Regiment {which was not one of the regiments 
supposed to have been issued them) were photo¬ 
graphed wearing them. 

On 16 May 1863 New York issued a general 
0 rd e r c a 1 tin g for a sin gic s t at e mi li t ia u nr for in. E ac h 
militia regiment could wear a dark blue jacket with 
nine state buttons down the front, a standing collar 
and pointed cuffs trimmed white. Two styles were 
authorised: a Chasseur style, and a "polka jacket . 
Trousers were Might indigo blue kersey\ with 
edging around the pockets for those units with 
Chasseur jackets. Caps were dark blue kepis piped 
in white, orange, green, or scarlet. A state coat 0! 
arms in brass under a red, white, and blue pompon 
was worn by enlisted men on the cap front. 
Mounted units wore the US mounted jackets with 
dress caps or black broad-brimmed hats. These 
uniforms began to be issued in large quantities 
:5,000) in 1864. 


T he state coat of arms also appeared on buttons 
worn by officers and men. The sword belt plate for 
al! officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians 
and mounted privates was "gilt, rectangular, two 
inches wide, with a raised bright rim; a silver wreath 
of laurel and palm encircling the letters “NY ? in old 
English characters in silver 1 . New York’s heavy 
artillerymen also wore a two-piece belt plate with 
the Roman letters L SNY‘ on the male part. Enlisted 
foot soldiers wore US Army-style oval brass belt 
plates and cartridge box plates marked in Roman 
letters *SNY\ Most of the men who enlisted for two 

The 8th New York Slate Militia Regiment, photographed here 
near Washington during the regiment’s three months' active 
service in 1861, wore cadet grey jackets, trousers and kepis 
with black trim. The cross belt plate worn by the soldier on the 
extreme right bears the insignia of a bust of Washington 
within a wreath. Note the full haversack with a tin cup buckled 
to its flap and the blanket roll worn by the soldier in the centre; 
and the axe carried by, apparently, a pioneer. (Michael McAfee 
collection) 




















years in 1861 wore this plate. Other units, such as 
the tooth Infantry Regiment, also wore them 
whenever they could get them, and they have been 

found at sites dating from 1864, indicating their nse 
late in the war. 


In >86t New York bought or acquired 25,540 
Mi842 muskets, 20,397 T1858 Enfields, 5,0000.54- 
tal. Austrian rifled muskets, and several thousand 
more L S-made and imported longarms. 


In 1861 there was the usual collection of volunteer 
companies in various uniforms in North Carolina. 
There were eight companies of ‘blues’ and 23 of 
to ays, indicating a clear preference for grev 
uniforms. 1 hese uniforms quickly wore out. 
however, and the men needed new ones. 

North Carolina was unique among Southern 
states in that from 20 September 1861 it took over 
the responsibility for clothing its own troops. The 
state set up a clothing factory in Raleigh which 


made, during its one year of existence, 49,00c 
jackets, 68,000 pairs of trousers, 12,000 blankets, 
and 6,000 overcoats. T he overcoats were grey ‘with 
capes lined with lindsey and stiffened with canvass’. 
I he slate also issued, during the same period, 8.918 
hats and 61,949 caps. The state had its own uniform 
legulations. On 19 April 1861 the state Adjutant 
General wrote to the 1st North Carolina Infantry 
Regiment’s commander that ' The grey or blue 
blouse will be recognized as a suitable uniform’. 
However, on 27 May 1861 General Orders No. 1 

were issued, and spelled out a much more complete 
uniform. 

Officers were to wear frock coats, two rows of 
seven buttons each for field grade officers and one 
row of nine buttons for company grade officers. The 
colour was ‘North Carolina [made] gray cloth', a 
grey with a brownish tinge to judge from surviving 
examples. Generals and staff officers were to wear 
dark blue coats. Rank badges were US Army-type 

shoulder straps, the infantry officer’s colour’ being 
black. 

'8 he uniform coat for all enlisted men shall be a 
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manufacturej extending hall way down the thigh, 
and made loose, with a falling collar, and an inside 
pocket on each breast, six coat buttons down the 
from, commencing at the throat; a strip of cloth 
sewed on each shoulder, extending from the base of 
the collar to the shoulder seam, an inch and a half 
wide at the base of the collar, and two inches wide at 
tlie shoulder; this strip will be of black cloth for 
Infantry, red lor Artillery, and yellow for Cavalry. 

hoi' a Musician... The same as for other enlisted 
nn n, with the addition ol a bar ol braid, horizontal 
to each button. , . oi branch-of-service colour. 
Chevrons, also made in branch-of-service colour, 
were to be the same as in the Confederate Army. 

11 ousers were the same colour as coats, with a 
branch-ol-service colour welt down each leg for 
officers, and a bufl welt for generals. All enlisted 
men were to wear branch-of-service coloured stripes 


rho I St Now York Regiment of Marine Artillery was organise! 
to man naval guns defending the stale against attack by sea 
and was disbanded in ,86 3 . Officers, like Lieutenant G 
Gerrarrd shown here, wore all dark blue uniforms, with nava 
caps trtmmed m gold with a badge of a crossed cannon an ( 
anchor. Their swords were the L’S Navy regulation models 

"°. re hlue ; N ?* Vy Jum P*‘ rs and skirls, grey trouser, 
with red stripes, and blue forage caps, with bluejackets foi 
told weather, | David Scfieimnann collection) 









1: Captain, S. Carolina, IHtil 

Z: Cpl. f Alabama Volunteer Corps, 1861 

3: Pte,, 11th Mississippi luC Regt., 1861 











































I: Pte., 2ml Rhode Island Inf. Regt. f 1861 

2: Sgt* T 3rd Maine Vol. Inf, Regt., 1861 

3: Pte,* 2nd New Hampshire Vol. Inf. Regt*, 1861 



B 


























1: Lt, T Louisiana State Navy, 1862 
2: Chief Engineer, Virginia State Navy, 1861 
3: Seaman, Georgia State Navy, 1861 


VoiST*** 
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li Pte, T 10th Indiana VoL Inf. Regt., 1861 
2: 1st Sgt., 8th Wisconsin Vo!, Inf. Regt., 1861 
3: Ft**, Co.D, 7th Michigan Vol. Inf. Regt., 1861 
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1: Pte-, 1st Inf, Regt*, Reserve Bde. of Philadelphia, 1863 
2: CpL, 33rd Pennsylvania Vol. Inf., 1862 
3: Stft., 1st Rejft, Connecticut Militia, 1861 
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1: Ordnance Sgt., 3rd N. Carolina State Troops, 1863 
2: Pte., 7th Florida VoL Inf. Regt„ 1863 
3: Sgt,. Maj. t 4th Georgia Inf. Regt. ? 1863 
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I : Pte* t 22 nd NY State Militia Regt +t 1863 
2; 1st Lt., 69th NY State Militia RegL, 1862 
8: Pte., 33rd NYVoL Int Regt., 1862 
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1: CQMS, 30th Ohio Vol. Inf. Regt., 1864 
2: Pioneer, 17th Illinois Vol. Inf. Regt., 1863 
3: RQMS, 3rd New Jersey Cav t Regt. t 1864 
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down each leg, an inch wide for sergeants and 
regimental non-commissioned stuff, | in. for 
corporals, and \ in. lor privates. 

Generals and general staff officers were to wear 


hlack felt hats looped at the right side, with a large 
gilt button of the North Carolina pattern, and a gilt 
ornament in front, representing the Coat of Arms of 
North Carolina 1 . Other officers wore the same hats 
in grey felt with US Army hat insignia in front. The 
same grey hats were worn by enlisted men with a 
branch-off service colour hat band, and a company 
letter and regimental number in from, 'Officers, 
when oil duty or on laiigue duty, may wear the 
French forage cap, according to pattern in Quarter 
Master General s office. Apparently, similar caps 
I were also allowed to the men. All officers were to 
1 wear crimson silk sashes, while non-commissioned 
officers wore red worsted sashes. 

There are enough surviving photographs and 
| actual examples to indicate that the basic enlisted 
man s uniform, in some form at least, was worn 






throughout the war. Officers, after mid-1862 at any 
rate, seem to have followed Confederate Army 
regulations instead of state ones, 

I here were changes made in what t he state issued 
from the beginning. In February 1862 it was 
decided to provide shell jackets instead of blouses 
some blouses continued to be made up to the end of 
the war, however). These were to be made with 
shoulder straps and piped in branch-of-service 
colours. 


Al te r t h e st at e cl ot hing fac t (>r y w as c k >S( d N o r 1 1 1 
Carolina began importing what its troops needed. 
Between June 18G3 and the end of 1864 the state 
imported 50,000 blankets, grey wool for 250,000 
uniforms, 12,000 overcoats, and either leather or 
ready-made shoes so that it had 250,000 pairs of 
shoes on hand, 1 he state was so successful in 


providing for its men that when its warehouses were 
captured in April 1865 they still contained 
uniforms, shoes, and blankets lor 92,000 men. 
According to General Orders No. i, the officers' 


sword belt plate was to be a gilt, rectangle sword 
belt plate with North Carolina Coat of Arms on iff. 
Enlisted men were to have a ‘belt plate after pattern 
in Quarter Master General's office 1 although in 
reality the state issued few belt plates, A two-piece 
cast sword belt plate with the letters 4 NCf within a 
wreath is known, as is a similar plate with the state 



I his New \ork infantry pri%^ate wears a state-issue jacket—■ 
too large, anti folded up at the cuffs. His weapon is an Mi 842 
smoothbore musket, and a revolver is stuck in his belt* 
(Richard Carlisle collection) 


seal within its wreath. An oval, lead-backed US- 
type brass plate stamped ( NC in Roman letters is 
also known but this was apparently made before the 
war arid is not commonly found at camp sites or 
battlefields. L he 6th North Carolina Infantry 
Regiment had its own plates: cast brass ovals 
marked at the top k 6TH INF 1 and at the bottom 
NC.S.TA These plates appear to have had the 
background between the letters filled in with black 
enamel. They were found at 1862-63 camp sites. 

While state belt plates are rare, state buttons are 
common. A three-piece stamped brass type has the 
state coat of arms in the centre and ‘NORTH 


CAROLINA’ around the outer top rim. The other 
common type was generally stamped copper with 
tin shank soldered directly to the back; 11 featured 
the letters 'NC within a seven-pointed star burst. 
North Carolina took immediate steps to get 
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weapons into its troops' hands. In 1861 the state 
dontractcd M. A. Baker of Fayetteville to convert a 
large number of flintlock weapons muskets, rifles, 
and muzzle-loading pistols—to percussion* These 
weapons were stamped \\. CAROLINA' on the 


barrel tops* 1 he state then gave contracts to 
produce a weapon that was basically an Mi841 
‘Mississippi’ rifle with an M1855 nose cap to H. C. 
La mb & t -o, of J a mestown, w hej 1 urn ed on t jot > of 
these weapons per month between 1862 and 1865. 
A contrac t to produce 10,000 of the same weapon 
went to Mendenhall, Jones and Gardner of 
Whitsett* 


When the Civil War broke out Gen* Jacob I ). Cox 
toured Ohio's state arsenal and found hi few boxes 
ol smooth-bore muskets which had once been issued 


to mil ilia companies and had been returned rusted 
and damaged. No belts, cartridge boxes, or other 
accoutrements were with them'. Still, plans had to 
be made to handle the 10,000 expected volunteers* 
A here was no time to procure uniforms', Cox 
recalled, 'nor was it desirable; for those companies 
had chosen their own, and would have to change it 
for that of the I nited States as soon as this could he 


furnished* 1 herefore* he wrote, Taney uniforms 
were left at Horne, and some approximation to a 
simple and useful costume was made* The recent 
popular outburst in Italy furnished a useful idea. 


and the "Garibaldi uniform" of a red flannel shirt 


with broad falling collar, with blue trousers held by 
a leathern waist-belt, and a soft [black] felt hat for 
the head, was extensively copied and served an 
excellent purpose. Ii could be made by the wives 
and sisters at home, and was all the more acceptable 
for that* flie spring was opening and a heavy coat 
would not be much needed, so that with some sort of 


overcoat and a good blanket in an improvised 
knapsack, the new company was not badly 
provided’* 

So H was that most of Ohio's 18b 1 volunteers 


went to war in red flannel shirts, blue (sometimes 
grr\ trousers, and black, broad-brimmed fiats* 
Thereafter, the state planned to dress the volunteers 
in uniforms c so near that of the regular army, that 
110 change would be required on going into the US 



ITie 65th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment, also known 
as the 1 st US Chasseurs and the ist Grenadier Regiment, wore 
New York Chasseur jackets trimmed with light blue, and grey 
trousers. Their caps were made from issue caps with the 
peaks and chinstraps removed; the state seal was worn above 
the regimental number as a cap badge. This private holds one 
of the Mi 86 i Springfield rifled muskets issued to the regiment; 
the leather gloves were not issue* (David Scheimnann 
Collection) 


service'. The slate went as far as to buy 8,000 


regulation dress coats, complete with brass shoulder 
scales, to issue until the US government could take 
over supply responsibilities, which happened in 
1862. Until then, Ohio troops were to receive dark 


blue flannel blouses, sky bine trousers, and dark 

blue forage caps. Cavalry and light artillery were 
„ * 

issued dark blue jackets trimmed in yellow and red 
respectively. 

As it turned out, Ohio could not obtain enough 
blue wool, and grey uniforms had to lie issued to a 





number of units instead, Grey jackets were made tor 
5,QQ0 infantrymen, and were issued to—among 
others—the 15th, 17th, 19th, and 20th Ohio 
Infantry Regiments. Grey trousers went to the 1 3th 
which received grey striped trousers), 16th (also 
stri pec I), 17th, 18t h, 2 ot h : also st riped 1, and 2 2nd 
also striped) Ohio Infantry Regiments. Grey 
overcoats went to the 16th Ohio I nfantrv. while the 

4 ■ 

2 1 st and 22nd received black overcoats. 


In April 1863 the state formed an 'Ohio 
Volunteer Militia’. This unit was to wear 'the 
uniform prescribed for the United States Army for 
the time being, except the coat of arms, which shall 
be that of the State of Ohio', 


The letters 'OVM appeared on a US Army-style 
rival brass belt plate and a cartridge box plate, worn 
not only by the Ohio Volunteer Militia of 1863 but 
also by early Ohio volunteer infantry regiments of 
[ 8f> 1 and 186 2, A c i re u 1 a r sh ou Id e r i )e It pi a 1t l wi t h 
the insignia which became the stale coat of arms, 
but otherwise like the I S Army's eagle plate, was 
also worn by some volunteers in 1861. Sword belt 
plates were 'gilt, rectangular, two inches wide, with 
a raised bright rim; a silver wreath encircling the 
arms of the state of Ohio , according to the 1859 
General Regulations for the Military Forces of Ohio. 

I here were, however, no special state buttons. 

In 1861 Ohio acquired 15,020 M1842 muskets, 
26,533 US-made muskets that had been converted 
from flintlock, 5,020 Prussian 0.72-cal, muskets, 

11,480 PT858 Enfield rifled muskets, 4,991 o.tiq-cal, 
l S-made muskets, and a couple of thousand other 
assorted types of muskets in small batches. These 
went to arm their initial infantry volunteers, Ohio 
also received 200 Joselyn carbines, 1,000 Sharps 
carbines, and 500 Colt army revolvers for her 
cavalry, along with 2,500 cavalry sabres. The Ohio 
Volunteer Militia received an equally odd mixture 
of longarms, ranging in calibre from 0.54 to 0,71, 



vania 


W hen, in May 18b 1 , Pennsylvania's Quartermaster 
General began to let contracts for uniforms for the 
state's thousands of volunteers, there was no 
regulation state uniform to guide his contracts. His 
plan was to dress them all in blue; but this material 
was difficult to obtain, and grey uniforms were 



A group of New York infantry privates, showing how the 
bottom front edges of the state-issue jacket w T ere rounded. The 
two in the centre hold their weapons at ‘shoulder arms', while 
the two on either side are in the position of ‘order arms'. They 
wear a regimental number on their cap fronts, (David 
Scheinmann collection; 


accepted for the emergency. Samples of swatches of 
material used, now preserved in the state's archives, 
vary from a drab or tan-grey, through cadet grey 
and light grey to dark grey. Some overcoat samples 
arc dark grey with a very blue cast to them. Some 
'cadet satinet' samples for jackets are medium-dark; 
while other jacket samples, called 'cadet mixt forest 
cloth' are actually light grey on one side and dark 
grey with a purplish cast on the other. Which side 
was to show on the outside is unknown. 

The uniform produced with this material 
included, generally, a grey forage cap; plain grey 
trousers; and a plain, short jacket with a standing 
collar, keeper loops at each side to hold the waist 


belt, and nine to 12 buttons down the front. The 
state's Quartermaster also bought r 3,000 pairs of 
linen duck' trousers and 'undress brown linen 
trousers', which were also widely issued. It is 
known, largely through photographs, that the 
Ibllowing infantry regiments wore these grey 
uniforms when first organised: the 12th. 28th, 29th, 
and the 71 si (trimmed with red). The 27th and 
62 nd Regiments may also have worn these grey 


u ni forms. 


Although these uniforms appear generally to 
have been replaced by the Peninsular Campaign of 
1862, some Pennsylvanians continued to wear grey 
throughout the war. The Philadelphia Home 






























equipped, clothed . . . as similar troops in the service 
of the United States’. As it turned out, the ist 
(which became the 30th Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment -the other PRC’ units taking 
numbers that followed in sequence), 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th Reserves actually wore the state grey jackets, 
caps, and trousers when they were first mustered 
into service, 

Pennsylvania put its state coat of arms on its 
buttons, but its belt plates were marked with unique 
designations by only a handful of militia or 
volunteer organisations, none ol which saw any 
prolonged field service. These were generally brass 
oval plates like the US Army type, marked with 
unit designations like THG’ (Philadelphia Home 
Guard), or UA(t 1Union Artillery Guard). The 
Reserve Brigade of Philadelphia had a similar plate, 
bearing the state coat of arms and the letters RB\ 
1 he U S A r m v 1 s be 11 plates were t hose m os t 
commonly used by Pennsylvanians, however. Most 
of the weapons used by Pennsylvania volunteers 
also came from the US government. 


A typical camp scene of New Yorkers oiT duty. Note the tin 
cups, pots, and colTee kettles. A sergeant, standing left, 
watches the scene. (David Scheinmaun collection) 


Guard, for example, was to wear cadet grey 
uniforms, although, after 24 Api il 1 861, a US Army 
dress hat could be substituted for t he grey cadet cap. 
A grey frock coat and trousers were also worn by 
Philadelphia s Gray Reserves, although they did 
have blue fatigue uniforms for field wear. 

At the same time, more Pennsylvanians volun¬ 
teered than the US government was willing to 
accept into its service. Expecting a longer w ar than 
apparently foreseen by the War Department, the 
state’s governor authorised the creation of a 
Pennsylvania Reserve Corps to take in these men, 
planning to turn them over to the US Army when 
needed. They were, in fact, eventually taken into 
die regular fighting army —confusing everyone ever 
since, because the units were numbered both with 
their reserve number and their regular volunteer 
state infantr\ r regimental number! 

The plan was that the PRC would l be armed and 




















On 18 April 1861 the Boston Daily Advertiser 
reported: ‘The following uniform has been selected 
for the Rhode Island Regiment—gray pantaloons, 
blue tunic, and a black felt hat with cockade and 
feathers’. The "tunic was actually a loose shirt worn 
outside the trousers. This was indeed the basic 
uniform adopted by the state in 1861 for all its 
volunteers, it was worn until late June 1862. 

However, in September 1861 the stale ordered 
that "the uniform of the Volunteers shall consist of a 
blue army cap, dark blue tunic and light blue pants' 
for its National Guard. This was apparently like the 
US fatigue dress, except that the tunic had five or 
sometimes six buttons instead of four. The US Army 
dress for officers was made regulation in June 1863, 
This was to include "a blue blouse, shoulder straps, 
dark pants, forage cap, sword and belt \ in 
September 1863. 

Rhode Island issued a button with its state coal of 

arms, but no other unique insignia. Weapons were 

largely received from the US government, apart 

from locally-produced Burnside carbines that were 

issued to both Rhode Island's cavalry and to several 

/ 

men in each company in the 1st Rhode Island 
Detached Militia Regiment. 



Brigadier-General Jacob D, Cox, who was involved in the 
organisation of Ohio’s 1 roups in [861, wears the regulation 
uniform of the Ohio Volunteer Militia, It was the same as worn 
by regular US troops, in this ease a dark blue frock coat with 
black velvet cuffs and standing collar, and a dark blue forage 
cap—though the latter bears the silver letters l- OVM I in a gilt 
wreath. (David Scliemmann collection) 


South Carolina 


South Carolina’s basic uniform regulations were 
written in 1839 and, while they were reprinted as 
late as i860, they were fairly irrelevant to the Civil 
War period. New orders appeared in r861 w hich 
brought them up to date for officers and senior non¬ 
commissioned officers, at least, and imposed 
uniformity within South Carolina’s military force. 

Officers, according to the 1861 orders, were to 


wear dark blue frock coats and trousers like those of 
US Army officers. The trousers w ere to have a 1 4 - 
ire-wide stripe for field officers and above, and an 
inch-wide stripe for company officers. Stripes were 
to be gold for generals and divisional and brigade 
staff officers; silver I or field-grade officers and 
regimental staff; and white for company-grade 
officers. Coat buttons were to be gilt for generals 
and staff officers and silver for regimental officers* 
(I11 fact, all state buttons appear to have been gilt. 


Rank was indicated on the coats by gold or silver 
epaulettes, depending on the colour of the wearer's 
buttons. The rank badges were the same as 
prescribed for US Army officers except that major- 
generals w ere to wear a silver crescent between two 
gold stars; brigadier-generals were to wear two 
silver stars; and colonels were to wear a gold 
Palmetto tree instead of an eagle. Stall non- 
commissioned officers were to wear the same dark 
blue uniform, with white worsted epaulettes to 
indicate their grade. 

Hats varied. Chapeaux de bras were to be worn by 
field-grade officers and above for dress occasions. 
These were to be topped with a white ostrich feather 
tipped black for major-generals, and tipped red for 
brigadier-generals. Field-grade officers were to 
have a plain white cock feather. Company-grade 
officers had blue wool kepis with a silver Palmetto 
tree badge in front, with the regimental number on 
the left as viewed, and the letter ’R on the right. 
This style of cap w as to be worn in undress by all 
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officers; however, generals and staff officers were to 
have a gold wreath surrounding the letters ‘SCV' as 
their cap badge, while field officers were to wear 
their regimental number within a silver wreath. 
Regimental stall officers won 1 the wreath around 
da letters A (for adjutant , () (lor quarter- 
masiet,, C (for commissary), or *S (lor surgeon ). 

Despite these orders, grey became a more 
standard uniform almost immediately, at least for 
line troops. On 25 January 1861 the State 
Quartermaster advertised for ‘dark gray cloth, 
suitable for making uniforms for the troops’. This 
was followed by an advertisement for bids for 


making 1,000 ‘plain frock coats and pantaloons of 
woolen on 18 February. 

■f 

In actual practice, i86t uniforms varied from 



company to company. According to the 12 Jt;i 
1H61 Richmond Dispatch, reporting the arrival 
South Carolinians in that city, "as company aftet 
company came promptly into line, the gray dress 
the Washingtons ’, the darker hue of the "Dari! 
Guards”, the green, hunter-like, loose-fitting coat a 
the "Gist Rifles”, together with the blue of tin 

hozi man Guards and other shades of tht 
‘‘Manning and Watson Guards” had a splendid 
cfleet’. These uniforms quickly wore out, and issu< 
Confederate uniforms became the norm thereafter. 

Apparently preparing for war some years before 
ritti i, the state ordered large numbers of stamped 
In ass, lead-backed, US Army-type oval waist bell 
and cartridge box plates stamped SC’ in Roman 
letters. It even ordered circular, stamped brass, 
lead-backed shoulder belt plates bearing the state’s 
palmetto tie vice but otherwise like the US Army’s 
eagle-design shoulder belt plates. Officers wore the 
usual two-piece, cast brass plates with the state coat 
of arms on the male part, as well as several types of 
rectangular cast brass belt plates with the same 
design. 1 he state s buttons bearing its coat of arms 
also appear to have been made largely by Northern 

companies like H. & G. Schuyler, New York, before 
the war. 

I he state launched a major programme to arm 
itsell during the years before the war. In 1851 it 
contracted with William Glaze and Benjamin Flagg 
to set up the Palmetto Armory in Colombia to make 
fi.ooo Mi 842 muskets (6,020 were actually 
produced), 2,000 M1842 single-shot pistols, 1.000 
M1840 cavalry sabres, 1,000 Mi841 rifles, and 
i.ooo artillery swords. These were to come ‘with 
their equipment complete’. 
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Tennessee’s Union troops wore standard US Army 
umfoims, while their Confederate troops wore 
standard dress for their army. There does not 
appear to have been a stale belt plate, although it 
has been suggested that a very crude rectangular 
stamped copper belt plate marked 'VS' and found 


from Alliance, Ohio, wears the short jacket and 
Jlack, broad-brimmed hat favoured by Western soldiers. Note 

watch chain just below the jacket bottom. (Author's 
collection) ' 








in a southern site may represent the 'Volunteer 
State 7 , Tennessee's motto. Buttons bearing the 
Tennessee coat of arms w ere worn by state troops on 
both sides, 

Tennessee’s Southern troops were also badly 
armed* As late as i April 1862 the 55th Tennessee 
Infantry Regiment was reported as having only a 
few weapons, and those of various makes. The 46th 
Infantry had only two companies armed (400 for 
duty, t 60 armed)\ A report from the Department 
d East Tennessee on j j April 1862 indicates that 
the state's Southern infantry regiments were badly 
armed, mostly with 'country rifles’. The ist 
Infantry Battalion was unarmed, while the 2nd, 
;rd, and 8th Cavalry Battalions were 'partly and 
badly armed with shot-guns’. 



* •• s . 

. 



A\ hen my regiment was organized that spring 1 , 
wrote 4th Texas Infantry Regiment Pte. Val C. 
Giles, there were no two companies who had 
uniforms alike. 11 was some time after the war began 
before the Confederacy adopted any particular 
style of uniform. The color was universally gray, but 
the cut of cloth varied considerably. We were a 
motley-loo king set, but as a rule, comfortably 
dressed. In my company we had about four 
different shades of gray, but the trimmings were all 
of black braid. 

Photographs of men of the ist Infantry Regiment 
taken in early 1862 near Richmond show mostly 
frock coats, some with stripes across the chest like 
those sported by Mississippi troops. Most have 
cadet-pat tern forage caps with regimental 
designations spelled out on their crowns in what 
appear to be brass letters. 

Texas troops who stayed West seemed to prefer 
Western, civilian-type dress, Pte, Dannie Affleck, 
Co. B, Terry's Texas Rangers, wrote home on 25 
March 1863; 'Mexican hats, and buckskin suits, are 
the fashion amongst the Rangers now, nearly all are 
sending for them, and I want to keep in fashion ". He 
also wanted some chequered shim. 

Cut off from Eastern supplies after the fall of 
Vicksburg, the state set up its Lone Star Mill at the 
Huntsville Penitentiary, ‘ here they produced vast 
quantities of jeans materials for uniforms, probably 
mos L1 y gn .? y -eo 1 oure d, 

The state also issued pre-war oval, stamped brass, 
US-type belt plates (but no cartridge box plates) 
bearing a live-pointed Star in the centre. These 
came in two styles, one flat and one with the centre 
oft he star raised: it is possible that the first style was 
not actually used during the war. Rectangular belt 
plates bearing the star design were also used, as were 
two-piece sword belt plates with the star within the 
wreath. Texas buttons also bore a star, with the 
word ‘TEXAS' around its points. 

On 11 January 1882 Texas set up a military 
hoard to buy weapons, and subsequently even set 

A private of the 126th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment, a regiment raised for nine months' 1 service in 1862, 
He wears the dark blue shell jacket and trousers issued by the 
State to this regiment. According to Brigadier-General Erastus 
B. Tylor, at the Battle of Chancellorsville 'for earnest, spirited 
work | the 126th could not be excelled'. (Author’s collection} 

















up its own cannon foundry. Copies of a Galt 
Dragoon model revolver were made for the state by 
Tucker & Sherrard of Lancaster, who had a 
contract for 3,000 revolvers but only produced some 
400. Dance Brothers of Galveston also produced 
some 300 copies of the Colt Navy revolver for the 
state. Although made for the Confederate govern¬ 
ment, many rifles produced at the Tyler, Texas 
Armory ended up in the hands of Texans. 

Vermont 

There were no Vermont-wide dress regulations, so 
when the 1st Volunteer Infantry Regiment was 
raised in 1861 the Quartermaster General simply 
chose grey as a popular and easy-to-acquire 
uniform colour. He ordered grey uniforms for the 
regiment, with coats made with tails, and overcoats 
like those used in Massachusetts. For the 2nd and 
3rd Regiments, however, lie contracted a local 
company to make brownish-grey frock coats, 
trousers and caps, all piped with blue cord, and 
fastened with state buttons. Regiments were c lothed 
thereafter by the US Army in regulation blue. 
Frock coats were apparently preferred by Ver¬ 
monters to fatigue blouses, even for Held use. 

The state button bore the coat of arms under 
‘VERMONT’. This was the only state-wide special 
insignia, although the 13th Infantry Regiment 
wore its number within a brass wreath on its cap 
tops; the 4th Infantry Band wore a large number 
'4'. apparently in light blue, on each left coat breast; 
and the ist to 6th Infantry Regiments wore 
hemlock sprigs within their forage cap chin straps. 

Vermont was able to provide M 1855 Spring he Ids 
for the 3si Infantry Regiment; Mi842 muskets for 
the 2nd, and Pi858 En fields for the 3rd. Higher- 
numbered regiments were armed by the LTS 
government. 

Virginia 

On 2 March 1858 Virginia issued dress regulations 
that were virtually the same as those of' the US 
Army, except for insignia on buttons and cap 
badges. However, volunteer companies were 
allowed to continue wearing their old, distinctive 
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This stamped brass oval belt plate, the back filled with lead, 
bears the state seal of Pennsylvania and the letters ‘RFC, for the 
Reserve Brigade of Philadelphia. The plate is typical of tht 
state seal-issued belt plates which were the same stste as the LIS 
Army issue type. (Author’s collection) 

uniforms, and it was in these that most of the state’s 
troops went to war. The state's volunteers included 
79 companies of "Grays’, the most popular colour, 
and 14 of Blues’, despite the fact that the 1858 
orders made blue the state colour. Generally, grey 
frock coats, trousers, and French-style kepis, all 
trimmed with coloured braid (often black) repre¬ 
sented the most popular uniform. A number of 
cavalry units wore grey shirts as their field dress. 

Virginia also set up a state navy, and ordered on 
25 April 1861 that 'The uniform of the Officers, 
Seamen and Marines of the Virginia Navy shall 
correspond in all respects to that of the United 
States Navy, with the exception of the BUTTON, 
which shall lie that of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia', This force was merged into the Con¬ 
federate Navy when that organisation was formed. 

For its land forces' shoulder belts and waist belts, 
Virginia issued 57,912 yards of white webbing 
between 1 October 1859 and 1 November 1861. 
The state also issued 2,079 leather waist belts during 
the same period, as well as 9,630 shoulder belt 
plates. Some of these were basically the same as the 
US Army eagle plate, but bore the state coat of 
arms. Plain cast brass circular plates appear to have 
been more common, however. No such plates were 
1 ss u ed after N o ve m be r 18 61. 

Virginia also issued, during the same period, 
12,916 waist belt plates, followed by another 364 
issued during the entire following year. These may 
have been cast brass rectangular plates bearing the 
state coat of arms: this type of plate appears, from 
digging at various sites, to have been fairly 





common. Another variation simply had the word 
VIRGINIA’ within a wreath. Up to November 
1 86 r lhe state issued 20 a 36 cartridge boxes but 
on 1 y 1,341 I) (> x pla t e s, pro b a I) 1 y of 1 1 te U S Ar m y 
type. The following year 5,271 cartridge boxes, 
were issued, but no plates. Some 3,852 sword belt 
plates were issued up to November 1861: these were 
two-piece, brass, with the state seal within a wreath. 
The 1st Virginia Infantry Regiment wore an oval 
cast brass plate with the unit designation engraved 
011 it. and brought up to date by adding the letters 
‘C.S.Af in the centre. The 3rd Virginia Infantry' 
wore a rectangular belt plate with the unit 
designation engraved on it. 

Virginia had 50,000 old state-manufactured 
flintlocks in 1861, and it rapidly contracted six 
Richmond gunsmiths to convert these to per¬ 
cussion, (Some 58,428 of these weapons had been 
made very early in the 19th century.) In addition, 
the first weapons produced on the captured 
Harper's Ferry Armory rifled musket machinery 
went to Virginia. 





isconsin 


onsin's officers were to wear US Army 
uniforms after 1858, but, as in so many Northern 
states, there was not enough blue material ibr all its 


volunteers on the outbreak of war. The state’s 1st 
and 2nd Infantry Regiments therefore wore plain, 
single-breasted grey frock coats, grey trousers with a 
black cord down each leg, a grey kepi trimmed with 
black, and a grey overcoat with black piping on 
culls and pockets. The 3rd s uniforms included dark 
grey hunting shirts or frocks, light grey trousers, and 
grey broad-brimmed hats turned up on one side. 
Thereafter, standard uniforms were made lor the 


41 h to 81h I nfantry Regiments. 1 hese i r 1 c 1 uded grey 
single-breasted jackets with black shoulder straps 
and black trim on the collars and culls (except for 
the 5th, which had only cull trim). They had grey 
keeper loops on each side, buttoned at the top, 
through which the waist belts were to pass. Plain 
grey forage caps, grey trousers with a black cord 
down each leg, and grey overcoats completed this 
uniform. Much of the material used w as of poor 
quality. Blue drilling overalls had to be issued 
almost immediately to the 1st and 3rd Infantry 


Regiments because their grey trousers wore out so 
quickly. 

By February 1862 all the slate’s volunteers were 
wearing blue uniforms. These were not US 
regulation uniforms, however, lor the state issued 
the 9th to 16th Infantry Regiments dark blue sack 
coats, made with a standing collar edged with sky 
blue and with five buttons down the front. Black 
broad-brimmed hats were issued as well as blue 
forage caps. Trousers were sky blue. Regiments 
thereafter received US regulation dress. 

Wisconsin had a unique button displaying its 
state coat of arms which was used in the 4th to 16th 
Infantry Regiments—the US general service 
button was used in the other units. There was no 
state belt plate. 

The longarms issued by the state included a 


Private* A. M, Grant, Landis' Philadelphia Battery of Light 
Artillery, was photographed in that city just after the battery's 
return from the Gettysburg campaign—the mud of the 
campaign is still visible on his trouser legs. The battery 
skirmished with J. E* B, Stuart's cavalry near Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, during that campaign. Its dress included a light 
drab slouch hat, with a red cord and crossed brass cannon 
under the letter *A': dark blue fatigue blouse and trousers (the 
blouse having five buttons down the front); and a two-piece 
1835 belt plate. (Author’s collection} 
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mixture of largely foreign-made weapons mostly 
listed as 'Garibaldi rifle muskets, caliber .71 1 ). 
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The Plates 

Ai: Captain , South Carolina , 1861 
The dark blue uniform worn by this staff captain is 
described by British correspondent William H 
Russell on 1 7 April 1861 as 'blue military caps, with 
"palmetto" trees embroidered thereon, blue frock- 
coats, with upright collars, and shoulder-straps 
edged with lace, and marked with two silver bars, n 
designate their ranks of captain; gilt buttons with 
the palmetto in relief; blue trowsers, with a gold- 
lace cord, and brass spurs—no straps’, 

A2: Corporal K Alabama Volunteer Corps y 1861 
The slate uniform, with minor variations from unit 
to unit, was worn at least into 3 863* This corporal is 
armed with an M J842 smoothbore 0,69-cai¬ 
rn usket; the bayonet scabbard is the Mi840 model 
which was designed for this musket. 


- 4 ? ; m P 1 } ] lh Alississipp 1 /njanlry Regiment , 186J 

I 1 holographs indicate that the 1 ith Mississippi, us 
well as a large number of other state infantry 
regiments, wore the basic state uniform, at least in 
1861, This private’s belt plate bears the state 
insignia. Hat brims were folded up according to 
individual or unit taste on one or both sides, and 
sometimes to even form tricornes The 1 ith, then 
part of Hood s Division, defended the part of the 
Southern line near the Dunker Church at the Battle 
oi Aniietam. Charged again arid again, they lost 
104 killed or wounded in the action, including all 
their field officers; but they held their line. 


Pi: Private , 2nd Rhode Island Infantry Regiment, 1861 
Rhode Island's state uniform was loose and 
comfortable: basically a blue hunting shirt—a 
garment with a long military tradition in America. 
A type of Mexican scrape was also worn over the 
shirt in cooler weather. I he regiment had switched 
to the regulation uniform when, as part of the VI 
Corps at Spotsylvania in 1864, they were in the 
centre of the brigade sent to hold part of the 
raptured lines, four times they were assaulted, and 


Colonel Ambrose Burnside wears the field-grade officers' 
version of the Rhode Island dark blue frock. It has two rows of 
brass buttons down the front, while that of company-grade 
oflicers and enlisted men had only one row of buttons. His 
trousers are grey. (David Sche inmann collection) 
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on the last occasion the Confederates even managed 
to plant a flag on their works. But four times they 
held—even though their guns were so fouled that 
they could no longer be loaded, and had to be 
exchanged for fresh ones, 

82: Sergeant, 3rd Maine Volunteer Infantry Regiment, 
1861 

The 3rd Maine received state-produced grey 
uniforms, as well as distinctive tin drum-type 
canteens, and state insignia belt plates. These 
uniforms were oi poor material though, so were 
replaced when the regiment reached the front with 
1 $ Army regulation dress* (The belt plates and 
canteens were retained.) The 3rd had its roughest 
day on 2 July 1863 at Gettysburg, where they were 
first sent as a skirmish line in support of the I S 
Sharpshooters in front of the II Corps; and were 
then ordered to rejoin the ill Corps in the Peach 
Orchard, where they were battered by repeated 
attacks* They entered the battle with 14 officers and 
196 enlisted men; they lost 1 1 3 all ranks during that 
day, along with their national colour, 

B$: Private , 2nd Mew Hampshire Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment, 1861 

! wo novel items are worn by this private of the 2nd 
New Hampshire; the L Whipple' hat and "camp 
shoes'. The Whipple hat was widely issued to troops 
from New Hampshire, New York, and Mass¬ 
achusetts, It is often incorrectly shown in modern 
drawings based on vague period engravings as a 
type oi pith helmet, but it was actually made of blue 
felt with a leather peak and chinstrap* l hese caps 
were 1 worn at least until mid-1862, and w ere highly 


Smith Carolina bought copies of the Ml&§2 musket from two 
makers, A, H* Waters & Co* {top), and B. Flagg & Co. [bottom). 
The state bought about ioo of the Waters musket in 1849, and 
640 of the Flagg weapons in 1850* The Waters has brass 
furniture, the Flagg iron furniture. (Milwaukee Public 
Museum) 


popular, w hen captured, among Confederates, who 
called them Excelsior hats (after New York's 
motto). The camp shoes were worn throughout the 
w a r, a n d we re m ad e ol whin canvas, with h\u her 
ties, toes, and heels* This private also wears tin s.ttr 
grey uniform and unique belt plate. 

The 2nd was in the 111 Corps at Geuydnng* 
posted in the Peach Orchard behind the 3rd Maine 
on 2 July* The 3rd Maine withdrew and* to defend 
their position* the 2nd charged the attacking 
Southern line and drove them back. In turn, 
however, they were forced back under heavy lire, 
retiring, reported their colonel, "quite rapidly* yet 
coolly, and without excitement as they went . I lie 
2nd New Hampshire lost 193 all ranks during the 
day. 


Ci: / ieu ten ant , Lou isian a , Si ate . \ a 1 7, / 862 
Louisiana's Navy fought unsuccesslully against the 
US Navy below New Orleans* The officers were 
described in US Navy officers uniforms, such as this 
one worn by a lieutenant, with white trousers and a 
straw hat—also worn in the US Navy—for hot 
weather. His sword belt plate bears the state 
insignia, while his sword was made by L. Haiman & 
Bros*, of Columbus, Georgia, for officers of the 

(Confederate Navy* 

* 


C2: Chief Engineer, Virginia Stale Savy, 1861 
Officers in the Virginia Navy wore US N 
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Lockplales of the A. H. Waters fit Co, Mi 843 musket f top) and 
the B. Flagg & Co. M1842 musket [bottom), (Milwaukee Public 
Museum) 


uniforms, wilh the exception of the state insignia on 
their buttons and sword belt plates. This engineer's 
branch is indicated by his unique cap badge and 
shoulder straps, while the three buttons around his 

cull'indicate his rank. His sword is the U.S. Navy 

■/ 

officers' model. 


C;j: Seaman, Georgia Stale Aavy, 1861 
Georgia's Navy lasted only a matter of months, yet 
in that time a receiving ship had been set up and 
men enlisted into it. This sailor wears the rather 
unique dress prescribed for that force, and is armed 
with a cutlass made bv Cook & Brother in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 


D f: Private, t of h Indiana l 0 fun lee r Inf a ntrv Regi in ent , 
1861 

All Indiana's first six regiments wore a version of 
this basic uniform, some in grey and some in blue. 
Made of light-weight satinet, these uniforms wore 
out rapidly and were later replaced with regulation 
US Army dress. At the Battle of Logan's Gross 
Roads in January 1862, which saved Kentucky for 


the Union, the 1 oth were attacked and fell back, but 
rallied and moved to the front again to cover an 
exposed flank. Running out of ammunition and 
refilling their cartridge boxes while still under lire, 
they then charged and broke the Confederate line, 
which was never rallied again lor the rest of the 
battle. 


D2: hirst Sergeant, 8lh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment j 1861 

The 8th Wisconsin was the last of the state's 
regiments to receive grey uniforms. The 8th, which 
served in Western campaigns including that against 
Vicksburg in 1863, was best known lor its mascot, 
'Old Abe', an American eagle that was noted for 
f lying low over its ranks in battle, giving a mournful 
cry. This lirst sergeant is armed with a Pi858 
Faifield rifled musket from England. 

Dg: Private, Co. /), yth Michigan Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment, 1861 

Although Michigan ordered blue uniforms from the 
first day it began to get supplies for its volunteers, a 
number of pre-war or home-made uniforms 
appeared when the troops first mustered. This outfit 
was initially worn by the Monroe Light Guard, 
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which became Co. 1 ) of the 7th Infantry; it did not 
last long in service, however. The state uniforms 
were of similar designs, but all dark blue, W hen the 
Union Army was held up by snipers inside houses in 
Fredericksburg, and artillery failed to dislodge 
them, the 7th jumped into pontoons along with 
troops from the rgth and 20th Massachusetts 
Regiments, and crossed the river, to drive the 
Confederates out of the town. This allowed the 
engi n eers t o ge t on w i 111 t he j ob of’ asse m b ling the 
pontoon bridges so that the rest of the Army could 
cross to the disastrous Battle of Fredericksburg. 

Ei: Private , 1st Infantry Regiment, Reserve Brigade of 
Philadelphia, 186$ 

Pennsylvania’s Reserve Brigade, organised in April 
1861, continued to wear grey uniforms long after all 
t he ot h e r F ed e r a J vo luntee rs at t he 1 ro n t s w i t c h ed t o 
blue. When the regiment saw field duty, however, 
in the southern invasions of 1862 and 1863. and 
came under artillery lire at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
they wore dark blue fatigue blouses. Their belt 
pi ates we re u n i q ue, wi t h t he s t ate c oa t of ’ a r m s o ve r 
the letters 4 RB\ 

E2; Corporal, 33rd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, 1 862 
The states first generally issued uniform was this 
simple grey affair, worn at Least until mid-1862. 
This corporal holds the regimental colour, like tin 
US Hag but with the state coat of arms in the canton 
along with the stars. Each of the state’s regiments 
received one of these colours, which differed only iu 
very minor points. At 2nd Bui! Run the 33rd 
c h arged d own t he s 1 ope of Hen r y H ouse Hi I h t aki ng 
up a defensive line on the Sudley Springs Road, and 
driving every Confederate from their front. 
According to Gen. George Meade, it is due to tin 
Pennsylvania Reserves to say this charge and 
maintenance was made at a most critical period nl 
the day - The Union Army’s defeat could well have 
been much worse had it not been made. 

Eg: Sergeant. 1st Regiment oj Connecticut Militia, if#*/ 
Companies A and B of Connecticut’s infan ir\ 
regiments were rifle companies, trimming theii 
uniforms with green. This uniform was authorised 
by state regulations before the war, and close!\ 
fo 11 o w e d that oft he U S Arm y’s 18 58 reg ulations. 
replacing national insignia with state insignia. His 


canteen is a unique combination of canteen and 
ration carrier, issued to several 1861 Connecticut 
volunteer regiments: the top part holds water, while 
the hollow bottom part is designed for radons. The 
1 st, which served only three months in 1861, were at 
1 st Bull Run where, after crossing the stream 
following Sherman's Brigade, they marched down 
Young's Branch and were pretty well out of the 
fig htin g ior the n*$t of the da\. 

Fi: Ordnance Sergeant, gnPVoith Carolina State 7 wops, 
186$ 

Phis ordnance sergeant holds the regimental 
colour, a dangerous privilege that seems often to 
have fallen t o ordnance sergeants in North Carolina 
units. He wears the regulation state uniform, with 
the pre-war state belt plate. His canteen is made ol 
two pieces of shaped wood nailed together. The 3rd 
was in the lead in the famous flank march made by 
"Stonewall' Jackson at Chancellorsville, 

Texas bought these tin canteens from Kirschhaum of Solingco 
in Prussia. Alabama bought identically marked canteens, 
which were, however, made of copper instead of till. (Don 
Johnson collection] 
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Vermonters, like this private From Chelsea, Vermont, wore 
US regulation frock coats even in ihe Held* His cap is marked 
with a branch-of-service infantry insignia with a company 
letter "G 7 within the horn loop. (Author’s collection) 


Fx: Private, yth Florida Volunteer Infantry Regiment , 
i86 3 

Florida did issue some uniforms to its troops, 
including this yth Infantry private. The jacket and 
trousers were light-weight, made with cotton rather 
than wool His canteen Is a copper copy of the US 
Army tin canteen* The 7th, in Finley's Brigade of 
Bate's 3 >i vis ion of the Army of the I ennessee, served 
in the defence of Atlanta. 


F 3 : Sergeant Me lfor, yth Georgia Infantry Regiment, 1863 
I his sergeant major wears a common variation of 
the regulation chevrons for his grade. He also wears 
a belt plate with the stale insignia; and his wooden 
canteen is taken from one carried by a member of 
Co. G of this regiment* The 4th was one of the 
regiments that fought the delaying action at South 
Mountain, thus preventing the Union Army from 
destroying the Army of Northern Virginia piece¬ 
meal 


67 : Private, 


22nd , Yew York State Militia Regiment, 1863 


New York's state militia was not the same as her 
volunteer regiments at the front something that 


can be confusing, since the same numbers were used 
by pairs of quite distinct regiments* Most state 
militia units wore uniforms that they designed for I 
themselves and were not in state-wide use. The I 
22nd, a New York City regiment, preferred grey 
uniforms; the state insignia was worn on tin 1 cap box 
and buttons, while the company letter appeared on 
?he cap front and bell plate. The regiment was 
made part of the New York National Guard in I 
September 1861. It served at Harper's Ferry, I 
\ irginia, in June r862, at w hich time it returned its 
grey uniforms and donned blue fatigue blouses, 
because the grey ones were too similar lo 
Cion federate ones. They were armed with sergeants 
P1856 Enfield rifles. 


G2: First Lieutenant , 6gth JVew } ork State Militia 
Regiment , 1862 

The 69th Volunteer Infantry and 69th State Militi.i 
Regiments were closely associated -both were 1 rish 
units from New York City—with 500 officers and 
men from the State Militia Regiment volunteering 
for service in the Volunteer Infantry Regiment 
when it was organised. This figure is based closely 
on a photograph of the State Militia’s Firsi 


Lieutenant E. K. Butler, which shows him to have 
carried a silver flask as a canteen. His belt plate is 
the state sword belt plate. The colour in the 
background was carried by the 69th Volunteer 
Infantry until late 1862* At ist Bull Run the State 
Militia regiment successfully attacked the 4th 
Alabama, its lieutenant-colonel being killed in the 
process. The Volunteer Infantry Regiment was 
part of the famous ‘Irish Brigade' of’the Army of the 
Potomac, who smashed into the Confederate fine in 


the Sunken Lane at Antietam in September 1862 
despite terri b 1 e 1 osses. 

G3: Private, 33rdXew York Volunteer Infantry Regiment. 
1862 


The 33rd was one of the many New York infantry 
units that received the State uniform jacket. They 
also wore the state belt plates* This was the typical 
uniform of the majority of New York's infantrymen. 
1 he 33rd was the last regiment in the rearguard 
when the Union army changed bases during the 
Peninsular Campaign* On 28 June 1862, when so 
serving, it was attacked by the 7th and 8th Georgia 
Regi me 1 1 ts .1 1 1 c ; ]3n l c h ec keel the att at k, capturing 


















ju prisoners including both (Georgia colonels, and 
finding another too Southerners wounded or dead 
in front of their position. 

Hi: Company Quartermaster Sergeant , 30th Ohio 
Volunteer infantry Regiment, 1864 
Ohio’s troops, typical of many Westerners, were 
often issued short jackets instead of fatigue blouses 
or frock coats. This man wears a half-chevron 
indicating veteran volunteer status. His cross belt 
plate bears the state insignia, and he also wears the 
state belt plate. At the Battle of South Mountain the 
30th charged into the 23rd North Carolina 
Infantry, who were positioned behind a stone wall. 
Some of the 30th Ohio forced through a breach in 
the wall', Confederate Gen. I). H. Hill wrote later, 
’and bayonets and clubbed muskets were used 
freely for a few moments'. They drove the North 

V m' 

Carolinians off and took the position. 

II2: I Home r , / jfh IIIin 0 is \ 0 1 tinker Infan (ry Regim en f . 
1863 

I he pioneers’ grade is indicated by the crossed axe 
insignia worn on both sleeves, This regiment, when 
photographed near Vicksburg, Mississippi, in 1863, 
wore state-issued jackets and broad-brimmed hats. 
At the Battle of Shiloh, 'left unsupported and alone 
. . the 1 71 h Illinois . . , retired in good order . . . and 
reformed under my direc tion , reported Union 
Gen, McClernand. This calm behaviour, which 
was not typical of many of the units first hit by the 
Southern assault, helped save the day. and the 
campaign in the West, for the Union, 

%■ Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant, 3rd New Jersey 
Cavalry Regiment, 18G4 

\\ hen the 3rd New Jersey Cavalry was raised in 
January March 1864, the state 1 decided to name 
them the ’ r st US Hussars' and to give them a fancier 
than usual cavalry uniform, as a spur to 
recruitment, fhr state paid for the additions to the 
regulation cavalry uniform. The cap was the issue 
forage cap with the peak removed and worn 
sideways (although the crossed sabres insignia on 
top o I l h e c a p w as w o in lac in g 11 le o r i gi n a 1 front 
Extra braid was added to the jackets. Called the 
'Butterflies' by other troops when they first 
appeared, the regiment went on to establish a 
credible record as a good cavalry unit. Their most 





This corporal from Madison, Wisconsin, wears a version of 
that state's grey uniform with black trim on the trousers and 
jacket cults and collar. The shirt is made without a collar, and 
is apparently dark blue or red with a light-coloured piped 
design down the front, ; Richard (Carlisle Collection) 


notable action was their charge to capture the entire 
81 h South Carolina Infantry Regiment, bui they 


also made a successful charge at Winchester, 
\ irginia; routed Southern cavalry at Tom s Brook, 
Virginia; and were at the Battle of Five Forks. 
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Notes su.r les pknches eti cmileur 


At Lxartcmcnt rommr Fa drcrit W. 11 . RussrH, It- re If bn ronespondum >.]11 
'limrs ii Londres e un des nombmix umlormes bicus niuialrmrm: ponds duns l< 
Sod. Aa l nifoime port£ jusqu’en 1863 .111 moi?ts, avec quelques change me ms 
minurr* d’um 1 unite 1 FauUe; mmv. U mousqurl a canon lisse M :Jiq j Aj, Cette 
unite qui kVsi tlimingntV ,i ia bataillr d'Antu uni, porta it t'miiii -ime d'infantcrii 
de base dr ret 1 tai. Le Ixifd du chapeau cl ail relrve srkin le gout personnel, sur un 
cote on les deux, ou me me pout lonmi un tricorne. 

II1 C !etie unite qui x’est distmgiier j la baiaiiJedr Spotsylvania oil srs mousqurls 
sc stmt tanl tn trasses a lurfv ?!e iiitt qn’ils uni dii etre relnpiaces, pun air 
iiiEii.iJemeni une version bleue tie Sa eeh-lure vc*ir dr rhassr americainc. Bs 
Hoi j t e i lies dVuu sprcinlcj- cn etain el premiers uniformed gris, disirihuriq ita 
drvinmn plus tard tmilbrmes reglementaires de I’armee ameiicame—les tenues 
disiriliures par les etauUusaielit vile. Celle unite perdu i \\ homines sur 210 iors 
dr- la baiaille dr Gi’iUsbin’g. defendant It Pmh (hifawd. K-lL eirange casqurUr 
' 11 hifiph ill tr litre aver v i si ere el mrnlonniere ru cuir a elf dislribuer aux troupes 
des flats du New H.jrnpsliirr. de New Ymket du Massachusetts h a eif porter au 
moius jusqu au milieu de Fanner iBhii, Note/ Jr> chassurcs de camp 1 populaires, 
porters id avee la tenue glise regiementaire de lY-tai. 

Ci Ul.be d'offirinr de la Marine u meric aine, panialons blanes u 1 hapraii de 

paille. porlfs mec la Iniutie 1I1 reitttunirt dr l’fiui C* Iusigne de 1‘ftai sur li s 
boutons et les houclesde ecirtturort .mi u nn in. serrtblables a ceux de la Marine 



Is g 1 ;:de par IfS I mb boutons de paimn lil. C3 Une Inree Hnl 1 ;dr sir i (III 111 dun I . 
la marine de Fetal de Gforgie rst cotuiue pour Celle tenue rfgkmeniairr 
distribute pendan| sps quelqnes mots de service. 


A1 Genau trie von dem beruhmien kom’spoiideiiten der Londoner TIMES 
brschriebrn -cine voti vielen blauen l niformcn., die zurrsl im Siideii getraurn 
wurden. Aa Diese Uniform wurde mit vmebiedenen Variationen von Eialudt ■■. 
larthril bis mindtrsiens 1863 gclragen; man beachtr Muskele M t8| j mic u.:n m 
I .a mi. A3 Uiese Einheii, die gidb im Gdecbi von An tie tarn ausgexdchnel kattt, 
trug die dir [nfanterie Grurtdunifonn drs Bundexstaatrs, Die Hu(Uem|n' 
nach person I ic hem Geschmack x urutkgrikket—an etner oder auf betdeti Settcn, 
nuimhmal aueb wie cii) Dieispiuc. 

Bi Dirsi hej Spoi sylvan a aiiige/.rir linen Kin hell wo Hire Muskrien durcli l.i 
\iele Sthiessen verstopli warden, dass sir ausgctauseht werileii ntusstrn m.y 
anlanglirh rine bliLiie \ ersicjn drs btTiibmtfn amerikanist hen Jagdliemds Si' 
hatten zuerst graue Uniformen und bkchentr WagscrLumen erbaliriu Itckamm 
idler spinet vorsrhriftsmasjiige I. S-1nilormcn—dir vorn Himdt ^siaar gegebmci 
L 11 iIc■ r in; 11 w m 'ii ‘iehnell abgi iictgni. Bei (lettysbui g verb 1 relic Kinli it 1 r ilm 
■jh"' Maimer, .its sir den Pent Ii Or< hard hirlt. B3 l)i 1 ge legend it Etc Whippk 
Hul aus Fib. mil E.rdrrsi li im und Kimirirmrn wurde an dir Tmpprti vrm N w 
i bun pi tire. \r\i \’(irk und Massachu^its ansgegelttm und bis we 1 lighten Mittr 
1 cUti-.' get ragen. Hier ilie popHlnren 'tlimtp-Srhuhe’. birr getrtigen mil drrwun 
Bundrxxluat hrrau.sgebraehten grauen { nilorm. 

Cl Die L, S-Manririsfli/jiTsuniinrml 'lust wrissc Hosrn und Strobhut, aiv,-. 
staat lie he G ii t i I esc h na I le. C2 But td rest a a t.sa b?.ri ehr r 1 anf K1 h i g 11 rs n u ttd 
Guriclschnallrn, sonsi wir L S Marine, lngenieurc waren durch Kapp'tt- 
abzt irhen urtrl Schultersireilen kmnllit h, dei Rang durch dir dn i ArmelK ■ ipie. 
C* Die (rcoryid-Marine. vine kur/kbige Einheii, ting dirsr Uniform wahrentl 
i lire i' k 11 rzen FI nsa t z / ei 1. 


Dii jes six premiers regimen is de 1 " Indiana ohl pm le ties versions de rrt uuileunie. 

id ui-t] t 
unilrs 
place 

de 1 ‘unilbnne grix ptiie par t;es denneres, La erlebrc masfoitr de la fteme tmii.e 
etail tin aigle apprivoisc''. 'Old Abe", quo t on amenaii a louies li‘s batailles. 
Unilorme de la Mmsrtw (timi. d avam-guerre, porte pendant une breve 
period e. 

Ei Celtr unite, bird qu’i'llr ail conserve ' <IIL unitbi’mr gris lot jgtei tips a pres qm Its 
.mires volomnirrs Icilertiuv sc soirnt mis a porter If I leu, ;t rn n cn . 1 iHfi^ 
des vcsLcs btrus [Htur les combais. F.3 Premier mode He d’uiu forme, distribur 
jusqti'au milieu de Fanner |B6u. U porte ledrapeau du regiment E^Ciox, A ft li, 
dr tons Irs regiments de la Garde du Connecticut, ils portenl une garniture verte 
qui mdique leur statut de compagnies de jitsitirrs* \otex la roml>iliaison 
boutci Hr /rail tine. 


certames gnses, dauto l>k ues, jusqu a usure complete—ce qui se pn 
rapidemrut elan! donrir qu ils liaiiait tints d’um L sniinettr Icgent 1 . Da Les 
iiumeroii'i-H mi-deshus des huit premirtt L s re^urent ih ■■ unijortnes tikus a 1; 


Fi L e sous-ofTieicrdu Materiel des unites de rei exal portait sou vent ledrapeaudu 
regiment, il port( L 1 'uniformt dc Fetal rrgiemenlairr. Fa II y a eu prtite 
distribution de cet unilbrme cn colon aux troupes de la Flo ride; el remacquea la 
lioiufille a rau rn cuivrc. l.d 7rmr unite serviL dans la drtense d‘Atlanta. F3 I. nr 
\ aria 1 ion amnnune des chevrons regie men la ires pout ee grade. II porte line 
bouclc de ceinturon scion le modelede Fetal commcde nombreuses autres figures 
sur rex pages. 


Gi II i'M importanl de rioter qur les Milicrs dr I Liai de New \ ork s k‘s "State 
Mintin', u’etaient pas lea merries qur ses regiments d'embrigades volontairrs 

d'iufamerie, la 1 1 Wwttaff InfoRt?\ : 1 trs u fiitrs j n n rai u h ■ menu .. ■. <■ sLrairiu 

dans chaquc rate.gtirir. La pi opart drs mil to des milires dr Fr rat pTirtaiimt do 
unilurmrs qui leur etaient parttculiers^ la 2acme unite a pnefere le gris, jusqukn 
fnin ]8dj. Ga D'aprrs une photograpbie notrn la gourde rn argent C if 
icgimfui irtaiidais F t s| distimiue iiux batailh s dr L First Hull Run et d Atittetam. 
G3 Visit' raracterUliqur dc la phi pari des votes d'i nfanterie de Felal dc Nrw 
York. 


lb LcsttaLstle F< iuest ■ «nt sou vent dLtt jlmc des vestot om tes 1 oimne celk-ei, Lc 
demr chevron indique qu'il s'agil d'urt sen ire d'avani-gurrrr: ft imiez les I nun. lc* 
de Fetal sur Je ceintumn a la taille et sur Fepaale. Cette unite a aitaque avec 
ifh.jini'ini n| |r j;5cinc Regimrm de la Caroline du Not’d, lors de la batallk de 
South Mountain. Ha Crt rcusson sur b deux munches de Celle vesle 
reglemcniaire, a hache cruiser, idem ti he le pioneer, t.-fUr unite sVxi bien 
tnmporire .1 Shiloh. H3 Nominee populain merit le ler Regiincni de Hutwards 
lies Kr.its.-L : n is", relic unitr portal l de- Irnues de lantaisie rn mod than t k L s 
unifoimrs I'eglf mciLi;iires de Farmer de.s ldais-Unis. Le hff/f a perdu S3 visa&Ti ■ 1 
ext toume de tote land is qu'un galoii Supplcmditaire de coulrur jaune pour la 
ca valerie est cousu sm la veste. 


Di All die ersiten sechs Regimen ler von Indiana trugeu Versionen diesrr 
Uniform, manchegrau, manche blau, bis rie abgetragen waren, was schnell ging f 
da sre aus ]fit htem SaiiuetstolT waren. Dii Die Einheilen mil hdheren Nutnmeui 
11 riit’li 1 -iI blaue Unilbmien anstnh der graueu der Regimenier 1 Ik l).-.- 
berulimh. Maskottchfu der li. war cin zahmer Adler. 'Old Abe', der snil in dir 
Srblafhi grtrugen wurdr. D3 l>icr kurze /eit getragene Uniitji m del Mini--: 
Light Guard vor dem Kru^. 

Ei Diese Kinheir blirb awar En-i Grau lange ttachdem die aiidercn 
Bunri^fVeiwilligen sichaut Blau umsteUien, rrhieli aberblnm Jaeken, . 11-1 • 3tv*..- 
und rbli;:; 1 r l den Kampl min Die erste gemusterir L mfurtn Ins Mine 1 u 
herausgegeben, hr tragi die Regimentsfahne. E3 Cos. A und li, trng von allei 
Connecticut'-Milizregimentern griinen Besatz. urn rich ais Rifk>Kompanien xtt 
kcnn/fii lim it. Bcachtr Kfsmbinption von Wasscrtbse he und Hi o\ i.unl.ich.i|n ; 

Ft Einheiten dieses Bundesstaaies lii's-ien oft den Unterull’izier dif Reg- 
imetusbihhi* iragen. Fa tffigi die vorschrirwmitKsige BundisstaakLTniftinn. Fa 
Fltirida- i rnppeu erhieltcn gelegentlieh dirse Baumwollunilbrinen; beai. hti 
kuplerhe Wasserflasche, Das 7. war bei der Veneidigung von Atlanta brteiligi. 
^3 Lini \ ‘ t iri at ion vt ir.se h rili smassi gr r 1 niformwinkel lur dieseu Rang. VYie vii ■ 

< M stalien auf diesen .. a eine Gurtebchnaik mit Bundesstaaimuster. 

Gi Man 1 it11s* wissen, dass die New Yorker State Militia nichi davsrlbr vvai vii: 
deren Volunteer Infantry-Regimentcr—Einheiten mil derselben Nummcr gabes 
in jeder der Katfrgorien. Die mcistrn State Militia-EEnhriten trugen eigenc 
U luformen; die 22. bevorzugte Grau—bis J uni 1862. Ga Von einazit Foto sir hr 
Sillier Base hr Di eses irisehc Regiment zriehneti -n h bei Lir-t Bull Rim un i-ei 
\ n 1 ie 1.; 111 1 aus. G3 Lypisdi hii die meisicn New Yorker I ufauteriejarken 

Hi West lie he Bundrxstaaten gaben oft kurze Jaekrn heraux wie diesi. IJrr 
I ialbw iiikel deuteL aul Vurkriegsdienst Imu buiidessLaailielte Schnallen an 
Crunch und Schultrriirmen. Dicse Einhdi unternahm einrn vi rwegem n Son in 
gegeii das 23. North C iaroliiia-Ri-gtmeru Ex:i Snuih Mountain, Hi I )tr gekreuzii’n 
Axte kennzeivhnen Koniere—an bciden Armelti dieser bundesstaaLlichen Jacke, 
Dir r.iulieit vrrhiett sii li bri Shiloh schr tafili’r. II3 Allgemein jils ‘i, l S Hussars' 
beaeichnei, irug diese Kinheit elegante Unilbrmeu, die sich von der US- 
Uniforixivorschrill untcrsiihieden: Das Kepi verlor xrinen Sehirm und wurdr 
seitlich gedreht; /usat^lithr kavullerie-gdbe Horten wurdrii ,111! iln- Jarke 
aulgenaht. 













